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WELCOME
Zoo Nooz
Introduction
2019 has been a busy year for new species at DZG.
 
We’re pleased so many animals have reared young, 
including the first giraffe born for a number of years, two 
Bactrian camels and a number of primate species.
 
We welcomed Reggie the Linne’s two-toed sloth in the 
summer, which caused much excitement on site and were 
delighted when the opportunities arose to house a breeding 
pair of critically endangered Bali Mynahs, one of the most 
iconic songbird species on the planet, as well as four char-
ismatic Arctic foxes, following an absence of over 30 years. 
Both these beautiful species provide focal points to highlight 
and educate how human activity is threatening numbers and 
habitats and the foxes, in particular, have already proved a 
popular addition with visitors since their October arrival. 
 
Throughout the year we continued our programme of 
improving and extending animal enclosures and have 
refurbished Lemur Wood, created more space for the 
Kune Kune pigs, extended the Bactrian camel paddock 
and housing and built new dens in the Bennett’s wallaby 
walkthrough.
 
We also completed a mixed exhibit for Reggie and a pair of 
goeldi and coppery titi monkeys and with the creation of 
several new monkey exhibits planned for next year, we aim 
to remove the larger of the two Monkey Houses in 
preparation to redevelop the area for the African wild dogs, 
which will in turn enable us to start work on the new out-
door area for the orangutans. We’re currently in the process 
of submitting an outline planning application setting out the 
design and impact this structure will have.
 
We still hope to extend the tiger exhibit and build a new 
indoor play barn, though the final decision is dependent on 
acquiring consent from the planning authority and Historic 
England and the restoration of the bear ravine also remains 
on the cards for this winter.
 
Looking ahead to 2020, we’ll be marking the 950th 
anniversary of the construction of a motte & bailey castle 
in Dudley, with a series of events throughout the year, so 
keep an eye on our website and social media pages for more 
information.
 
And finally, I’d like to take this opportunity to thank you for 
all your continued support throughout 2019 and to wish you 
a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year. I hope you’ll join us 
for another exciting year ahead!

 

Get in touch

Zoo Director

Share your stories and 
pictures with us and we’ll 
print the best ones.......

@dudleyzoo

dudleyzoo

admin@dudleyzoo.org.uk

Castle Hill
Dudley
DY1 4QF
T: 01384 215313
www.dudleyzoo.org.uk

Derek Grove, Zoo Director
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Animal in FOCUS

Arctic Fox
Vulpes lagopus

did you know?
• They are primarily solitary animals living on the Arctic tundra and pack ice.

• The Arctic fox is a member of the canid family of animals.

• Arctic Foxes do not hibernate and their fur changes colours with the seasons. (In the summer 
   the Arctic fox has a brown or grey coat with a lighter belly. It then turns into a thick white one 
   in the winter).

• Arctic foxes are monogamous animals. (They mate for life).

• Females give birth in the spring. (They have large litters of 5-8 pups! Parents raise  the pups 
   together during the summer).

• Arctic foxes are well-known for their hunting style.

• About the size of a large domestic cat, the Arctic fox is the smallest wild canid found in Canada.

• The Arctic fox has the warmest pelt of any animal found in the Arctic, enduring temperatures 
   as low as -70 °C.

• Arctic foxes (Vulpes Lagopus) are extremely well-adapted to the harsh, frigid temperatures 
   of the Arctic.

Have you been to see our four Arctic foxes yet?
Our newest additions arrived in October from Highland Wildlife Park in Scotland. 
And the six month-old brothers, have been named after the Peaky Blinders’ Shelby 
brothers – Tommy, Arthur, John and Finn. 
Acting Team Leader Sam Grove, said: “The Arctic foxes are a brilliant addition to the section.
“They have lovely temperaments and love chasing each other around their enclosure and it 
seems they’re quickly becoming firm favourites with our visitors.”



Ultra Pod

Zoo’s veterinary team utra scanning one 
of our female sea lions.

When the zoo’s veterinary team needed somewhere 
dark to aid ultrascanning our female sea lions, our 
clever keepers got to work designing the Ultra Pod!
 
The wooden pod features a boxed area for the vet 
to get into, while keepers can position the sea lion on 
a platform at the side, with two slats in the in 
between wall able to be opened for the vet to 
scan the sea lion’s underside.
 
Acting Team Leader Sam Grove, said: “With past 
ultrasounds we had nowhere specific to keep the 
sea lions still for the vet to be able to scan them.
“They also need a dark area around the portable 
monitor to be able to see the sonogram clearly, so 
we decided to design something which we could 
use for this purpose.
“The zoo’s maintenance team then built the pod 
from our drawings, which we’ve decorated with 
informative signage to explain to visitors what it’s 
for and we’re really happy it’s working exactly as
we hoped!”
 
With the promise of some extra fishy treats, 
keepers can entice the sea lions onto the platform 
and because they can’t see the vet, who’s hidden 
away inside, the non-invasive procedure is totally 
stress-free. And the sea lions like the pod so much 
that they’ve been spotted snoozing on the platform 
even when it’s not in use!
 
A sea lion breeding season can last for several 
months and during that time the male will protect 
his harem of females fiercely – and you may see 
our 19 year-old male bull, Oba, displaying the same 
behaviour towards our three girls Deisy, Marina and 
Tania here at the zoo when the time arises.
 
Once keepers spot mating occurring, they will then 
organise for ultrascans to take place monthly to 
check for any potential pregnancies as sea lion 
females can delay implantation, so flippers crossed 
we’ll have some baby news to share from the 
moat pools in the near future!
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As 2019 comes to a close, we’re saying a huge thank you to our generous supporters who have 
helped us raise thousands for important in-situ conservation projects around the globe. We’re 
always keen to lend our support to important animal campaigns and raise funds for 
awareness projects, including World Camel Day, World Giraffe Day, International Orangutan Day, 
World Tapir Day and Macaque Awareness Day. On these days, keepers have held fun events 
across the zoo site, making up themed games and selling merchandise to raise awareness and 
funds and we’ve been proud to donate to Orangutan Appeal UK, Wildcat Alliance, Lowland 
Tapir Conservation Initiative, Wild Camel Protection Foundation and Sphensico among others.

We’ll be continuing fundraising efforts throughout 2020 and will announce events on 
social media – can we beat this year’s amount?

Commitment to conservation

Our voluntary gift aid vote is coming to a close as this 
year’s visitors choose which endangered animal 
conservation project they wish us to support. We’ve 
pledged to donate £12,000 to three hugely worthwhile 
projects, featuring some obscure creatures, which people may 
not have necessarily heard of, with the winning programme
receiving £10,000 (made up of £2,000 each year for five years) 
while the other two receive a one-off payment of £1,000.
For the past 12 months we’ve been asking visitors who add the 
10 per cent voluntary gift aid donation to their zoo admission 
to decide which gets the most money and it’s looking like 
Tasmanian devils (The Save the Tasmanian Devil Program (STDP) 
have clinched it, with Pangolins (IUCN SSC Pangolin Specialist 
Group) in second place and Helmeted hornbills (Helmeted 
Hornbill Working Group) in third. A new vote will be in place 
next year and we’ll be revealing more soon!



LEAFY
SELECTION

With the availability of fresh leaves in short supply over the coming months, keepers 
are having to alter what they’re giving our leaf cutter ants. Keeper Harley Hunt said: 
“Because the ants’ usual leaves are not available during the winter months and they have 
difficulty cutting the really thick evergreen leaves, we’ve had to look at what else we can 
provide for them. “We’re giving them cauliflower and cabbage leaves and also kale, as 
well as supplementing with a small slice of fruit, such as apple, pear, banana and 
orange peel.”

Leaf cutter ants don’t actually eat the cut leaves, instead they carry them back to their 
nest where the pieces compost down to create a type of fungus which they eat.

Keepers collect leaves from around the 40-acre zoo site for our 3,000 plus colony and 
during spring and summer they’ll give them a wide variety of leaves, including maple, 
dock, oak, ornamental raspberry, ash, sycamore and hawthorn, although we’ve discovered 
they’re not fans of bamboo leaves! Make sure you pay a visit to our custom-built exhibit 
in the indoor chimp viewing area the next time you’re on site and watch our active ants 
go about their day-to-day business! 

Leaf cutting ants tucking 
into a slice of apple.
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There’s a real chill in the air these days, but we’ve got a variety 
of species on site who love the cold weather. Many of these 
animals are specially adapted to cope with the freezing 
temperatures in their natural habitats around the globe. And 
winter’s a great time at the zoo to come and see those animals 
you may be less likely to spot during the warmer weather, as 
species native to colder climates come out to play! If you’re 
planning on visiting over the next few months, make sure you 
hunt out these ten cold weather native species…
 

1 2
SNOW LEOPARD – MOUNTAINS OF 
CENTRAL ASIA
A stocky body, thick fur and small rounded 
ears help prevent excess heat loss. A short 
muzzle and domed forehead, which 
contains unusually large nasal cavities, help 
them breathe the thin, cold air.
Paws are wide to help distribute weight when 
walking on snow and their soles are also furry 
to help minimise heat loss and increase grip 
on unstable surfaces. Their tail is long and 
very thick furred, which they use like a 
blanket to protect their faces from the 
cold when they sleep.

CARPATHIAN LYNX - CARPATHIAN 
MOUNTAINS IN CENTRAL EUROPE
Huge webbed paws help them cover deep 
snow in search for prey and their thick, dense 
and double layered coat provide protection 
against the cold temperatures.

RED PANDA – NORTHEASTERN INDIA 
THROUGH NEPAL AND BHUTAN TO 
MYANMAR AND SOUTHWESTERN CHINA
Better equipped for cold weather rather than heat, a red 
panda can trap warmth because of the dense fur that covers 
their bodies and bottoms of their feet. They also wrap their 
bushy tails around themselves when sleeping for extra 
insulation.

REINDEER - NORTHERN AREAS OF NORTH 
AMERICA, EUROPE AND ASIA
Reindeer have one of the best insulators among mammal fur 
with a 5cm thick layer, consisting of a dense woolly undercoat 
and a longer-haired overcoat of hollow, air-filled hairs. Short 
ears, tails and legs also reduce the amount of body heat loss 
and flat, broad hooves help walking on snow and soft ground.

3

PATAGONIAN SEALION - COASTS OF SOUTH AMERICA
A thick, insulated blubber layer beneath the skin protects from icy waters 

and not only insulates heat, but also increases buoyancy and stores energy, 
meaning they can go for long periods without having to search for food.

5
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HIMALAYAN MONAL - 
HIMALAYAS
Preferring cool upper temperate 
forests, these pheasants are tolerant 
to snow and use their strong beak 
and claws to dig through it as they 
forage for food.

CHINCHILLA – ANDES MOUNTAINS
Their fur is believed to be the softest and 
thickest of any land mammal in the world 
to camouflage and insulate them from 
the cold barren mountainous regions – 
they have on average 60-100 hairs per 
follicle, while humans have just one! 

8

SNOWY OWL – ARCTIC
Their round bodies help maintain body 
heat, as does their thick plumage, which 
camouflages against the harsh environment. 
Legs and feet are also covered in feathers 
to further insulate from the cold. 

6

9

ARCTIC FOX – ARCTIC
Their beautiful thick, white winter coat, which covers every 
part of their body – including their feet - acts as excellent 
insulation to cope with the extreme temperatures and 
camouflages against the snowy backdrop. Small ears and 
snout help retain body heat and during blizzards they will 
curl up in a tight ball and wrap their bushy tails around 
themselves as insulation.

GREAT GREY OWL - SCANDINAVIA, NORTHERN 
NORTH AMERICA, AND NORTHERN ASIA
Although the largest owl in the northern hemisphere, 
the species only weighs a small amount. Most of 
its body has a thick layer of feathers covering it, which 
acts as insulation from the harsh habitat conditions - 
even its legs and feet are feathered. They have 
small eyes to minimize heat loss and fantastic 
hearing to locate prey underneath 
the snow. 10



Decorate our vivs
Calling all aspiring artists! 
We’re hoping your talents 
can transform some of our 
vivariums in the Discovery Centre.

10

Education staff have 11 plain wooden vivs, of various sizes, 
to display the zoo’s many Discovery Time artefacts, which 
they’d like jazzing up with a colourful  backdrop to 
represent the following different categories:  
 
· British Wildlife · Illegal Trade · Africa  · Plastic Pledge to Oceans and Rivers
· Fossils  · Bird Beaks  · Rainforest   · Eggs

DZG Presenters will pick their favourites to be made into a printed background, with a free 
DZG admission ticket for the winners and a guest to visit and see the artwork in place.
 
The competition is open to all ages and abilities.
 
Entries, which must be in 2D format, should be submitted via competition@dudleyzoo.org.uk 
by 29 February 2020.
 
We look forward to seeing your creations!



First Christmas
It’s going to be a first 
Christmas for many 
DZG animals this 
year, as we’ve had a 
busy 12 months for 
births!
Kicking off 2019 was the arrival of an Egyptian fruit bat 
in January and in total we’ve had seven 
born in Castle Creatures. In February there were celebrations 
in the Small Primate House when we welcomed critically 
endangered black and white ruffed lemur twins, Pandora 
and Prometheus.

And March was another brilliant month for primates with 
the birth of a pygmy marmoset, twin ring-tailed lemurs, 
Spider and Loki and gelada Jinka. Plus, we also welcomed 
two baby Patagonian mara and three Barbary sheep.
April heralded the arrival of Primrose, another critically 
endangered black and white ruffed lemur, four guinea pigs 
were born on Easter Day, there was another Patagonian mara, 
plus Nuno the Humboldt penguin, who was named after 
the Wolves Manager. In May, tiny Harvest mice were born 
in the farm barn.

There were more celebrations on the farm in June when 
we welcomed Bactrian camel, Delilah to the zoo family.
July saw the birth of two meerkat pups, who didn’t make 
their public debut outside until a month later.
During August we welcomed Oakley the Bactrian camel 
and Toby, the Standing’s Day gecko in the Reptile House 
and another Patagonian mara.
September saw the notable birth of Kira, our female giraffe 
calf, Maximus the Burrowing owl hatched and we welcomed 
our ninth yellow-breasted capuchin too. And little Shire, our 
second male gelada of the year arrived just a few weeks 
ago in October.
Curator Richard Brown, said: “We’re delighted with the new 
arrivals as births are living proof of the continued success of 
our international conservation programmes with some 
of the rarest species in the world and I’m sure Father 
Christmas will be leaving a few goodies around site for 
our youngsters, as they’ve all been very good this year!”

Make sure you visit us in 2020 to see how much 
they’ve all grown!

Baby Giraffe Kira

Baby Camel Oakley

Baby Penguin Nuno

Jinka our baby Gelada 
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Tim Dennant
Donna Lane 

We’ve had some great entries for our camera club of favourite DZG animals, so a huge thank you to 
everyone who emailed in – we hope you enjoy viewing just a small selection.

And we love this edition’s centre fold poster of proud mum and baby, our giraffes Kira and Josie, by
 Vickie Fellows.

Our next ZooNooz edition will publish in time for Easter 2020, so there’s plenty of time to get 
snapping over the coming months. Pictures can be submitted via photos@dudleyzoo.org.uk We look 
forward to seeing your entries!

Lisa J Bailey

Georgie Priest

Lauren Toon

Happy snapping! 
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Camera club

Karen Edwards

Andy Ingram

Dudley Zoo features in two 
illustrated children’s Christmas 
books, which are on sale now in 
the Safari Gift Shop!

Priced £3.99 each, Santa’s Magic Grotto 
at Dudley Zoo and My visit to Santa at Dudley 
Zoo tells the tales of a child’s adventure to 
see the man in red here at the zoo, but 
also features references to local towns, 
estates and parks, including Stourbridge, 
Gornal, Holly Hall and Himley Hall.

Make sure you pick up your copy. It’s 
perfect for any Christmas Eve boxes – even 
Santa himself thinks it’s a great read!

Natalie Wooding

Steve Fellows
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Events

It’s almost Christmas, 
which means it’s 
panto season! 
Oh yes it is!
DZG is once again sponsoring Wolverhampton Grand Theatre’s forthcoming show, Dick Whittington, which opens on 
December 7. 
And two of our rats, alongside our Outreach Team Member, Mel Pilmore,  took centre stage at the launch alongside the 
show’s stars Su Pollard and Jeffrey Holland, who are playing Queen Rat and Alderman Fitzwarren. 
DZG Marketing Manager, Andrea Hales, said: “We’re thrilled to be continuing our panto partnership with The Grand Theatre 
and we’re looking forward to the show which promises to be another Christmas cracker.”
Running until January 12, the panto also features Coronation Street’s Ryan Thomas and celebrity impressionist Aaron James, 
while Ian Adam’s returns as the dame for the fourth consecutive year. 
Wolverhampton Grand Theatre’s Press and PR Manager, Scott Bird, said: “Every year we enjoy learning about different 
animals and what an appropriate way to mark Queen Rat’s arrival in Wolverhampton than with two of the zoo’s very own 
rodent residents!”

Don’t forget to book your tickets at www.grandtheatre.co.uk 
or via the theatre’s box office on 01902 429212.



Kidz Stuff

FESTIVE FUN
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1. Paint five pieces of penne 
pasta brown and let them dry.

2. Glue them together making the 
shape of reindeer’s face as shown.

3. Cut three pieces of pipe cleaner 
(two small and one big). Tie the small 
ones on the big piece making the shape 
of reindeer’s ear as shown. 

4. Glue wiggle eyes and pom-pom for the nose.

5. Attach ears to the face by inserting them in 
the pasta at both the ends. You can apply a little 
glue to hold them tight if needed.

6. Tie a thread/ribbon through the pasta to 
hang the ornament.

1. Paint the paper plate green. Let the paint 
dry before you continue.

2. Once the paint has dried, cut the paper 
plate in half.

3. Make a cone. You can either use glue or 
if older children are making their paper plate 
Christmas tree craft they can also use a stapler.

4. Decorate your Christmas tree with yarn 
and pom poms. White school glue works 
like a charm here. We love how the glitter 
pom pom shines on the top of the tree.

MATERIALS
paper plates
green paint
brushes (we love sponge brushes when 
it comes to colouring larger surfaces)
regular or glitter pom poms
yarn
white school glue
scissors

PaPEr PlaTE 
SnoWman CrafT 

WHAT YOU NEED TO MAKE YOUR 
SNOWMAN

Paper Plates
Medium sized black buttons

Large pink buttons
White shimmer sugar or glitter

Puffy Paint
Paint Brush
School Glue

ChriSTmaS 
TrEE
PaPEr 
PlaTE 

hoW To maKE 
rEinDEEr ChriSTmaS 
ornamEnTS
MATERIALS
Penne Pasta or Mostaccioli Pasta
Pipe Cleaner (brown)
Wiggle Eyes
Pom-pom 
Twine/Ribbon
Paint (brown)
Paintbrush
Glue



WE’RE MAkInG A LIsT AnD ChECkInG IT TWICE… AnD IT TuRns 
OuT ALL DZG’s AnIMALs ARE nICE!

DID yOu KNOW yOu CAN PLAy SANTA TO OuR ANIMALS AND HELP 
uS DELIvER ENRICHMENT GIFTS TO SOME OF THE WORLD’S 

MOST ENDANGERED SPECIES.

We’ve updated our online Amazon wishlist with a variety of fun items, 
specifically chosen by our keepers to benefit our animals. The wishlist is 
a really easy way to provide wanted items for your favourite animal, 
which are delivered directly to us.

Items on the list, which is called Dudley Zoo, include slow feeders, 
hay play balls and chinchilla wheels and a couple of fun seasonal 
treats too for our littlest critters in the farm barn, alternatively there’s 
also the chance to buy a voucher and let us do the work!

But don’t forget you can also donate to DZG at no cost to yourself by 
Christmas shopping through Amazonsmile.
It’s really simple, just go to smile.amazon.co.uk and log in to your usual Amazon 
account, choose us as the charity option – we’re listed as Dudley and  West 
Midlands Zoological Society Limited – and just shop as normal.

 It’s no different for you, but 
for every purchase you make, 
a donation heads our way!
Details are correct at time of  going to press. We 
reserve the right to close parts of the Zoo and Castle 
as necessary. Please call prior to visiting. Dudley 
Zoological Gardens cannot be held responsible for 
any error, subsequent alterations or inconveniences 
arising therefrom.


