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Zoo Nooz
Introduction

WELCOME

We begin this Summer ZooNooz issue with good news…we’ve received
fabulous feedback from visitors about our new look Lemur Wood, which
re-opened at Easter.
The popular walkthrough exhibit has seen improvements to steps and
pathways and to the entrance to enhance the experience for visitors
with limited mobility.
We’re continuing to add new resources about the threats facing
Madagascan wildlife and the conservation work we support and we’re
looking forward to the installation of a specially commissioned sculpture
in the coming months to help reinforce our message.
And now to the bad news…unfortunately we’ve been left with no
alternative but to halt plans to build our proposed indoor play barn on
the lower zoo site due to ongoing issues with heritage officials. This is both
frustrating and disappointing for all concerned as we strive to enhance
and extend facilities for our visitors. Watch this space for any updates.
The zoo community is an incredible group, who assist and co-operate
with each other far more regularly than most people realise.
We were recently called upon to assist Birmingham Wildlife Conservation
Park following an alleged arson attack on their Colombian Black Spider
Monkey enclosure. Fortunately, their two monkeys weren’t physically
injured, but some of our staff were dispatched to help dart and transport
the pair back to DZG. To accommodate them we moved our black lemur
family back to Lemur Wood, while the spider monkeys use their enclosure
as a holiday chalet while their Birmingham home is rebuilt. We were
pleased to do all we could to help in what can only be a distressing
situation.
In the first half of the year we have hosted a number of successful events,
including 2,200 guests to the borough’s St George’s Day celebrations and
two outdoor cinema nights which saw 1,700 visitors on site. Unfortunately,
poor weather conditions saw only 361 people attend our second Dream
Night on the first Friday of June. The after hours event for chronically ill
and disabled youngsters and their families was once again delivered by
our staff on a voluntary basis, with suppliers providing their services
and goods free of charge. Despite the rain it was our great pleasure to
welcome these families on site and a great time was had by all!
We are frequently approached by promotors, caterers, entrepreneurs
and well-meaning individuals proposing various events which they are
confident will sit nicely in the castle courtyard and generate a healthy
profit for all. As much as we appreciate any suggestion, and all ideas are
carefully assessed to ensure their delivery does not impact on animal
welfare and visitors or expose the Zoo to financial loss or loss of
reputation, sadly the restrictions this site poses unpick even the best
laid plans and many are not suited to this venue and we’ve learnt from
experience to be cautious of which events we actually agree to host.
However, we are hosting free guided tours of Dudley Castle as part of this
year’s Heritage Open Day festival. From 3pm on Thursday 19th and Friday
20th September we’re offering a limited number of free tickets for the tour,
which will also include Horrible History sessions and a Castle Trail. See the
zoo’s website – www.dudleyzoo.org.uk / heritage - open -day / - for
more details.

Zoo Director
Derek Grove, Zoo Director

Get in touch

Share your stories and
pictures with us and we’ll
print the best ones.......
dudleyzoo
@dudleyzoo
admin@dudleyzoo.org.uk
Castle Hill
Dudley
DY1 4QF
T: 01384 215313
www.dudleyzoo.org.uk
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Animal in FOCUS
Leafcutter ant
Atta cephalotes

Come and see our new leafcutter ant exhibit down in our Indoor Chimp viewing area.

did you know?
• The pheromone (scent) produced by the leafcutter ant to mark their foraging
trails is so powerful, one gram could lay a scent trail across the world.
• 17% of all leaf production surrounding a leafcutter nest ends up being turned
in to fungus food.
• The average weight of leaf fragments is 0.03g, the average weight of a mediae
worker is 0.01g, that’s a whopping 33% heavier than the ant!
• Leafcutter ants have very powerful jaws which vibrate at up to 10000 times/sec.
• Plants trimmed by the leafcutter ants helps open up the forest floor to new
plant growth.
• During the lifetime of a colony the ants can shift 20 tonnes of soil as they excavate
the nest.
• The jaws of the soldier workers are powerful enough to cut through leather.
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Incredible Ambassador

Principal Curator of Vertebrates
at the Department of
Natural Sciences
Dr Andrew Kitchener

Thirty-eight-year-old
Asiatic black bear, Inca.

At the time of her death earlier this year, Inca was the titleholder of the oldest known moon bear in
Europe, having outlived the typical life expectancy of her kind by more than a decade.
And she’s continuing to do remarkable things for the conservation and welfare of bears as we’re
proud to say her remains were requested by the Department of Natural Sciences at the National
Museums Scotland, to join 10 million specimens preserved for research purposes.
Her skin and skeleton have been retained, alongside a sample of muscle tissue which has been
added to a UK network of zoological biobanks, so researchers from around the globe can extract
DNA and examine pathogens.
Fascinatingly her larynx has also been preserved and sent on loan to Vienna University as part of
a long-standing collaboration looking at the variety and functioning of mammalian larynges.
But that’s not all, she’ll also form part of a new research project looking at the evolution of teeth,
jaws and guts among carnivorous mammals as well as featuring in a bear study on skeletal diseases
in captive mammals, which is being carried out in collaboration with a retired orthopedic surgeon.
Principal Curator of Vertebrates at the Department of Natural Sciences, Dr Andrew Kitchener, said:
“Our collections are visited by researchers from all around the world and we can never guess how
they might want to use the preserved animals.
“We greatly appreciate receiving Inca and indeed we would be delighted to preserve even more
specimens for their important role in research that benefits the conservation, welfare and health
of wild and captive animals.”
DZG Curator Richard Brown, said: “Inca was very special to DZG and we were overwhelmed with
the hundreds of kind messages we received following her passing. We are very proud she is now
able to be part of such important projects, which only reinforces the zoo’s commitment to education
and research.”
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Photography
competition
Dudley College Photography students have been
zooming in on our animals over the past few months as
part of an annual competition to design a conservation poster.

Photography - Winner Holly Edwards

And DZG’s Lower Primates Acting Team Leader and
talented photographer, Jodie Dryden, was on hand to
judge the contest alongside former college student and
professional nature photographer, Dan Everitt.
The partnership between the zoo and college is now in
its seventh year and involves a new intake of students
studying the two-year Extended Diploma in Photography
and Graphic Design course, coming on site throughout
September to capture images and information about
endangered species for their posters.

Photography - Runner up Ethan Brady

Jodie said: “It was a difficult task of choosing two winners
and runner ups from the entries as the standard was high, so
well done to everyone.”
The chosen four all received complimentary zoo passes
at their recent awards evening.
The photography winner was Holly Edwards for her
capture of the Yellow-breasted capuchin, while the
runner up was Ethan Brady for his Sumatran tiger entry.

Graphic Design - Winner Reece Shannon

The graphic design winner was Reece Shannon for his
bush dog poster, while Charlotte Rowley was awarded
runner up for her lynx submission.
Special mention also goes to Courtney Le-Monnier for her
fabulous shot of one of our Asiatic short-clawed otters, which
we felt was the perfect photo for our first centre-fold
ZooNooz poster!
Would you like to feature as our next poster?

Graphic Design - Runner up Charlotte Rowley

We’re launching a new camera club for our talented DZG
visitors and inviting you to submit your favourite photographs
of our animals.
In each edition of our quarterly ZooNooz we’ll showcase
your fabulous pictures and we’ll pick one photo to feature as
the double page poster spread.
Entries can be submitted via photos@dudleyzoo.org.uk
please include your name and contact details.
We look forward to seeing your snaps!
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Dudley College photography students with
Photography Lecturer Phil Brooks

Jade travels to Africa
Seeing her beloved geladas in Ethiopia and watching chimpanzees and gorillas at home in
the Ugandan rainforests was a dream come true for Senior Primates Keeper Jade Reddall.
Our self-confessed crazy gelada girl, Jade, took part in a jam packed 12-day Zoo Keepers tour
to Africa, travelling to Uganda, Rwanda and Ethiopia with a group of ten fellow UK keepers,
meeting its wonderful wildlife along the way.

We take a look through her amazing
photo album…

We trekked through the Kibale National Park in Uganda,
ducking and diving through all the branches, as we were
told there were 1,450 chimpanzees in the area.
Trackers go ahead to find the chimps first and then make
contact with the guides leading us with a special whistle
call when they find them.
I was so nervous when I first heard the chimps calling
and my heart was pounding out of my chest, because
of working with our chimp girls here and knowing
exactly what they’re capable of.
The scariest part was hearing lots of chimps calling but
only seeing a few and knowing there were obviously
others in the trees above, which we couldn’t see, but
they were watching us.
We followed a group of males. This big male pictured
was the Vice President and he was with a few younger
males, with youngsters in the trees above.
When we arrived they were feeding up in the trees
and were making happy breakfast calls. They then
come down to rest on a log before going back up to feed.

GELADAS
I froze for a bit when I first saw them just outside a
village at the roadside, as I couldn’t believe I was seeing
so many - there were literally hundreds in a troop. We
saw three sub-troops in one big group as we spotted
three dominant males with lots of females and babies.
They were so vocal, so we heard them before we saw
them and we stood still to listen for a while, before
heading in the general direction of the noise.

CHIMPS

It was incredible seeing them in the wild. They were
a lot smaller than our geladas here. We also flew into
Addis Ababa airport which was special, as that’s the
area one of our females here is named after.
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We split up into small groups for this rainforest trek, as
there were lots of different family groups in the same
rainforest. We saw a family of 11.
This was the old silverback, Rakumu, and he was so
chilled. Funnily enough, I wasn’t scared to see these
considering they are way bigger than chimps, as there
was such an air of calm throughout the whole forest. It
was so quiet and still and an incredible experience.
The trackers are so knowledgeable and although there
is no physical interaction between them and the animals,
they do make noises of reassurance towards each other,
which was amazing to witness.

S

GORILLA

It was so exciting to see all the wildlife in their native
home and we were lucky to see so many different
species, especially so many primates, so I was in my
element! We saw elephants, giraffes, buffalo, leopard,
lion, hyena, hippo, black and white colobus monkey, red
colobus monkeys, red tailed monkey, olive baboons,
including these pictured babies and the distinctive
vervet monkey. However, one of the animals which
really excited me was seeing a Shoebill – we were told it
was really difficult to spot these birds and we saw one
on our first day, so I was really chuffed and messaged
our bird keepers here to tell them!

NATIVE

Senior Primates Keeper
Jade Reddall.
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BEE KEEPERS

WILDL

IFE

This was an amazing project we visited that I’m hoping
we can support in the future, called Lake Katwe
Sub-County United Bee Keepers Association, who carry
out remarkable work with bees.
We met the whole committee, some who had travelled
miles and miles to see us and tell us how they’ve
installed thousands of bee hives around the national
parks, which not only act as a natural animal
management barrier, especially against elephants
entering the villages, but it’s also a way to make money
for the local residents with the production and sale
of honey.

Sneak peek

Full-scale sculpture in progress

We’re giving you a sneak peek at a very special statue set to highlight
the plight of Madagascan lemurs. As part of our revamp of Lemur
Wood, we’ve commissioned talented Stourbridge sculptor and DZG
Member, Luke Perry, to design and create the giant piece of steel
artwork as a focal point in the walkthrough exhibit – and how
fabulous is it looking already in its very early stages as a clay model!
9

Luke Perry at work in his studio

The statue, which is set to be seven metres tall, will feature a ring-tailed lemur leaping from a pole
towards another pole, with a baby gripping its back.
Luke, who along with his wife, Natalie and two young daughters, Matilda and Indigo, have been
zoo members for many years and they’re all very excited about his current zoo project!
Luke, who is Director for Industrial Heritage Stronghold (IHS), a not for profit organization,
said: “We love it at the zoo and I’m enjoying working on it as it’s something different to what I
normally do as my work usually celebrates under represented people and the Black County heritage, so
to work on this which will help highlight the plight of lemurs in the wild is quite special.” And to make sure
the sculpture is accurate, Luke has spent hours in Lemur Wood observing the lemurs’ behaviours and
movements and is creating the artwork from photographs.
Luke added: “It’s quite a complex piece to put together, not just in the engineering of it as there’ll be no
central fixing point as it will be fixed by the tail, so the lemur will actually look like it’s leaping over visitors’
heads, but also in the design as I’m having to think about how I sculpt it to differentiate between the
different colours of fur.
“I’ve also got to make sure there are no sharp points which could harm the lemurs, so there’s lots
to consider, but it’s been real fun and I can’t wait to see the lemurs’ reactions to it when it’s in
place in a few months’ time.”
Zoo Director Derek Grove, said: “We’re delighted with how the statue is looking and it’s another way of
getting our important conservation message across to visitors.
“The design shows a lemur leaping to an unknown future, as we don’t know what the future will be for
lemurs. We have to be realistic as we know that in just ten years’ time some species will no longer be
here, so will there be lemurs in the wild in 2030? It’s down to us to act now and decide what that
future will be.”
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Passionate about
helping future wildlife
Here at DZG we’re passionate about helping create a better
future for wildlife. Every year we donate to conservation
activities in the wild and it’s because of you we can do that.
By supporting our on-site animal awareness days and simply by visiting the zoo, generated funds are
used to support fantastic initiatives all across the globe. During 2018 we’re incredibly proud to have
donated more than £16,000 to 18 different conservation projects. And it’s always wonderful to hear
updates of the work happening in the field because of our contributions.
Following fabulous fundraising from last summer’s Reptile Day, we’ve helped Kanahau – Utila Research
and Conservation Facility, based in Hondurus, subsidize a mangrove and iguana conservation workshop
for eight children.
During the day-long session the children, who were aged 10 and 11, were taught about the mangrove
ecosystem and the three different species of iguana which live on Utila and why they should protect
the critically endangered species.

Children from Kanahau Utila
Research and Conservation Facility
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And we’ve also pledged to support ABConservation – the only association in the world entirely
dedicated to the protection and study of the vulnerable binturong species – with €1,000 a year for five
years and we’re delighted to hear how our money is being used to set up camera traps in a new study
site in the North of Palawan, Philippines, to determine if there are binturongs in the location.

Thank you for helping us help them!

DZG has been praised for its help
in delivering missing data critical
to sustaining biodiversity.
In a world where we can get instant information
at our fingertips about anything and everything, it’s
surprising how very little is actually known about
animal species worldwide.
A recently published paper in the Proceedings of
the National Academy of Sciences (PNAS) revealed
that crucial information, such as fertility and survival
rates, is missing from global data for more than
98 per cent of known species of mammals, birds,
reptiles and amphibians.
For conservationists fighting to save species from
extinction, this gap in information has far-reaching
implications, with more complete data needed to
make informed decisions.

Dr David Beeston.
Registrar and Research Coordinator.

But when researchers added data from a previously untapped source - the Zoological Information Management
System (ZIMS) - which we use here at DZG to record our animal data – they discovered key blanks were filled
across species of many classes.
Curated by wildlife professionals in 97 countries, the inputted data, which is maintained by Species360, a
non-profit organization, is shared around the globe and forms the world’s largest set of wildlife data.
We’ve been using ZIMS and its predecessor ARKS (Animal Record Keeping System)
since the 1980’s to keep comprehensive records about each individual animal
at the zoo and to date we’ve contributed data on 5,332 birds, reptiles, amphibians
and mammals of 539 different species, which has made a huge
impact on the understanding of those species’ life histories.
Registrar and Research Co-ordinator, Dr David Beeston, who
manages our ZIMS said: “ At last the value of the vast amount
of data in the ZIMS global database is playing a major role
in species conservation and all those long hours inputting
the Dudley data, provided by our ever observant keepers
seems worthwhile”.
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Eyed dabb lizard

Eats shoots and leaves

sa leaves

Benji tucking into his congea tomento

Keeper Debbie Pittaway pictured with Benji

Our two male Bornean orangutans took part in an international research project but unfortunately our
results failed miserably! We were asked by Singapore Zoo’s Wildlife Nutritionist, Francis Cabana, if we’d
take part in the EAZA-endorsed project by filming our orangs eating a particular fresh evergreen leaf congea tomentosa - which were sent directly from Singapore.
Upper Primates Section Leader Pat Stevens said: “The orangutans at Singapore Zoo eat the leaves of this
tropical evergreen vine, chew it up before spitting it out and rubbing it into their skin, we’re not sure if it
acts as an antiseptic or has repellent properties. “We were one of three zoos in the UK asked to take part
as they wanted to see if orangs in other collections did the same and we were happy to be involved.”
The project involved giving Benji and Jorong the leaves on three occasions, every other day for a week
and filming their reaction.
Pat added: “Both Benji and Jorong picked at the leaves on their first attempt, before quickly discarding
them. “Benji then proceeded to flick them off his rock onto the floor and on one attempt he even sat
and weed on them, that’s how impressed he was! “And Jorong simply wouldn’t have anything more to
do with them.
“We recorded all our findings which we sent back to Singapore Zoo. It’s unfortunate we massively failed
with our results, but we don’t know if we don’t try these things! It will be interesting to see the results
from other collections.”

£461,094
We’re going ape as we’re over halfway to achieving our £800,000 target to build a new orangutan enclosure. As
ZooNooz went to print we’ve currently got £461,094 in the pot, so we still need your help with our ambitious
appeal to build a new outdoor environment for our four critically endangered Bornean orangs. Work is
expected to begin in winter 2020 and should take six months to complete. Anyone wishing to donate towards
the project can contact andrea.marketing@dudleyzoo.org.uk for more details.

13

Cinema Nights
Thousands of visitors had the time of their lives rocking the castle at our
open-air Bohemian Rhapsody and Dirty Dancing cinema nights in the
11th century courtyard back in May.
We’re looking forward to more movie nights over the summer, when we host Beetlejuice
and The Blair Witch Project, in conjunction with Flatpack Festival, who hosted our cinema
nights in previous years. Join us on Friday, August 2 for Beetlejuice and Saturday, August 3
for The Blair Witch Project.

Tickets cost £12 each or £10 concessions and are available on the zoo’s
website or if you fancy seeing both we’re doing a double deal for £20 – but
this special price ticket must be booked via reception on 01384 215313.
Did you know we’ve discovered ten per cent of our zoo
visitors in 2018 took part in events in the castle. Last year
we hosted a total of 463 events specifically involving the
11th century castle for 31,467 guests.

This included…
27 educational sessions for 1,509
students. 352 daily ghost and history
tours, which 4,923 visitors took part in.
160 guests joined 11 evening castle tours.
We hosted 2 film nights with a total of
2,027 guests.
1,602 people signed up for 2 Barnardo’s
Toddles
11,455 visited Santa in his castle grotto
for 24 days in December.

We hope to see you at a castle
event soon!
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We’re continuing our fight against plastics and showcasing some of the latest eco-friendly merchandise available
in our Safari Shop.
With single use plastics and especially plastic bags becoming one of the biggest worldwide environmental issues
we’re currently facing, why not pick up one of our reusable bags the next time you’re on site?
There’s a number of jute bags in a variety of colourful designs; a bag made of 80 per cent recycled materials
featuring some of our animals on-site, as well as our newly launched branded cotton shopper with black-and-white
animal drawings by our Graphic Designer, Rachel Lane - with a matching reusable bamboo coffee cup in the
same design.
Conservation Officer Chris Leeson said: “Single use plastics are used across the globe from shopping bags, straws,
drinks bottles and food packaging. “Although it has its uses we need to reduce the amount of plastic we are using.
“When plastic is not reused or recycled it takes thousands of years to break down and inevitably ends up in our
ecosystems. These plastic pieces are mistakenly eaten by animals across the globe and even end up in the food
that we eat. If this problem persists we could face the extinction of 1000’s of species as well as huge health risks
to ourselves.”
And have you spotted our new bamboo dining range? It’s proving really popular with our younger visitors with the
animal designs and is flying off the shelves – so don’t miss out!
And talking of our young visitors – we’ve got a challenge for you….
We’re asking you to design a poster to help educate visitors about the threat of plastics in the environment and
what actions they can do to help.
The winning artist will not only see their work displayed at the zoo, but will also win some of our new goodies
from the shop.

Send your designs to competition@dudleyzoo.org.uk
giving your name, age & contact details and
subject “DESIGN A POSTER?” by 31st AUGUST 2019.

Safari shop
1.

1. Large bamboo plate £4.50 each
(available in various designs)

4.

2.

5.

2. Medium bamboo bowls £3.99 each
(available in various designs)
3. Dudley Zoo branded beaker £5.99
4. Photographic shopping bag £1.99

3.

5. Canvas shopping bag £1.50
6. Small bamboo cups £3.99
(available in various designs)
7.

6.

7. Bamboo fibre dinner set £14.99
(available in various designs)

Some of the eco-friendly merchandise available in our safari shop

Visit our online shop www.dudleyzoo.org.uk 15

As a registered charity, donations and discounts from
local businesses save us hundreds of pounds each year.
And these substantial savings allow us to use funds for
vital conservation projects instead.
We would like to thank the following for all their
help and support in recent months…
NEWELL RUBBERMAID, LICHFIELD

Regularly donate hand tools including saws, screwdrivers, vices, plastic bins and surplus stock,
including scourers, sponges and cloths, for us to use in our daily zoo chores.

SELCO BUILDERS WAREHOUSE (DUDLEY) and SEDGLEY ROAD
AQUARIUM
Helped provide materials and equipment for Lemur Wood.

WILLOWBROOK GARDEN CENTRE, BROMSGROVE

Donated surplus potted fir trees which we’ve planted in enclosures around the zoo site.

WEST MIDLANDS FIRE SERVICE

Donate old reels of fire hose and hosepipes which we use for pool filling, as well as turning
into enrichment items for the animals.

MIDLAND FORESTRY LIMITED

Regularly furnish our gardening team with woodchip, which we use in animal enclosures,
add to flower beds around the site as well as using it as a soft floor covering around
the children’s play areas.

DUDLEY MOTOR COMPANY
Supply and sponsor our Outreach van.

Their continued support is much appreciated.

Details are correct at time of going to press. We reserve the right to close parts of the Zoo and Castle as necessary. Please call prior to
visiting. Dudley Zoological Gardens cannot be held responsible for any error, subsequent alterations or inconveniences arising therefrom.

