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WELCOME
Zoo Nooz
Introduction
2020 marks the 950th anniversary of the construction of a 
Motte and Bailey castle in Dudley.
In order to promote further interest in the history of the castle, 
we readopted the trading name, Dudley Zoo and Castle on 
January 1.
 
To commemorate the anniversary, we issued 950 Four Seasons 
visiting passes, which sold out within days and we currently 
have a range of branded celebratory merchandise available in 
the Safari Shop. We also plan to add an open evening in the 
castle into our events programme during the summer.
 
Last year we were delighted to welcome 311,303 visitors to 
the site – our highest attendance in over 30 years. The total 
number for 2019 increased by 14,393 visitors compared to the 
previous year, producing an increase of 4.8 per cent. Plus, 
January’s mild weather also encouraged record breaking 
figures for the start of the year, which we hope will continue 
throughout 2020.
 
Typically the weather wasn’t great on Australia Day 
(January 26    ) as we held a fundraiser for the wildlife caught in 
the devastating wildfires that have ravaged Australia, but this 
didn’t deter visitors coming out in support and helping us raise 
in excess of £4,000, which DZC made up to £5,000 for Victoria 
Zoo’s Bushfire Emergency Wildlife Fund and we thank everyone 
who donated to the cause.
 
Over the winter months we’ve continued our site development 
work, with an extension to the camel house and a new exhibit 
for the tortoises completed at the base of the hillside.
Work was also carried out on the snow leopard enclosure 
ahead of the arrival of new male, Makalu, who has joined 
us from Jardin des Plantes in France as part of an EEP 
breeding programme.
 
We’ve also been hard at work behind the scenes, submitting 
planning applications to the local authority for approval for a 
new outdoor enclosure for the Bornean orangutans and the 
transformation of the former Bear Ravine, with a rapid 
construction plan to be undertaken once we get the go ahead 
and we’re still continuing to move forward with plans for the 
indoor Play Barn and tiger paddock extension, which are 
unfortunately taking far longer than first anticipated.
 
Over the next few years a huge amount of regeneration will 
be taking place in and around Dudley Town Centre, which will 
inevitably cause disruption to the road networks. We’re 
encouraging people to visit www.regeneratingdudley.org.uk 
for the most up-to-date information. 
 

Get in touch

Zoo Director

Share your stories and 
pictures with us and we’ll 
print the best ones.......

@dudleyzoo

dudleyzoo

admin@dudleyzoo.org.uk

Castle Hill
Dudley
DY1 4QF
T: 01384 215313
www.dudleyzoo.org.uk

Derek Grove, Zoo Director

Coronavirus (Covid-19)
We are currently open and operating as normal. Should the situation change we will post the details on the 
website and on our social media pages. If you have any questions please email admin@dudleyzoo.org.uk
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Animal in FOCUS
Medieval animals
Did you know
Rat (Black) / Rattus rattus
• Black rats arrived in Britain with the Romans 2,000 years        
   ago in ships and crates of cargo.
• The Black Death killed over half the population of England       
   at that time.

Leech / Hirudinea
• Leeches have teeth and they inject an anesthetic so you    
   do not feel when they are on you. 
• Leeches teeth are strong enough to bite into a hippos skin.
• A crazy fact about a leech is that they like beer!

House Mouse / Mus musculus
• Can squeeze through a 6mm gap.
• Mice see best in dim light. Their eyesight is weak, but       
   their other senses are acute.
• Mice use urine as markers to determine where they 
   have been.
• Mice can produce up to 80 droppings a day which 
   are scattered everywhere rather than one place.

Egyptian Fruit Bat / Rousettus aegyptiacus
• These bats can eat their own weight in fruit in just 
   one night!
• Fruit bats are also known as flying foxes because 
   of their dog-like snout.
• 70% of all of the World’s fruit is pollinated solely by bats.
• Egyptian fruit bats are the smallest of the 
   Megachiroptera or Old world fruit bats.
• Egyptian fruit bats are teetotal. Scientists have shown       
   that Egyptian fruit bats will smell the alcohol (ethanol)  
   produced by fermenting fruit and will actively avoid it.

Black Rat

House Mice

Egyptian Fruit bat

Leeches

To mark the 950th anniversary of Dudley Castle, we’re shining the spotlight on some of the critters 
found in Castle Creatures. Opened five years-ago, the interactive indoor experience, which is found in 
the cellarage of the castle’s Sharrington Range, houses a series of animals which would have lived in 
close proximity to medieval folk as part of everyday life. Castle Creatures is open from 10am daily.
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iNaturalist

We’re encouraging visitors to become citizen
scientists and join us in documenting nature on 
your doorstep.
And all you need to do is grab your phone, 
download an app, look at the world around you 
and help us record wildlife.

Conservation Officer Chris Leeson, said: “DZC has 
been invited to take part in the 2020 City Nature 
Challenge as part of Birmingham and the Black 
Country, who are getting involved for the first time 
this year, joining 250 cities around the world.
“We’re asking visitors, either when they’re here at 
the zoo, at home, or out and about on their travels, 
to take photos of native wildlife, including insects 
and plants, download the iNaturalist app and 
upload the picture with what you think it is and its 
location.
“The app will record the entry and a few days later 
a specialist will review it and come back to you 
with the correct details.
“By taking part it lets us know exactly what 
native wildlife we have, not just here at the zoo, 
but throughout Birmingham and the Black Country 
and it will also highlight to scientists and naturalists 
what needs help around the world and what we’re 
in danger of losing.

“Participation will help build conservation efforts 
and could even influence local government policy 
making as well as protecting native wildlife for 
future generations.”

We’ll be promoting the app and encouraging 
public participation with surveys over the weekend 
of April 24 – 27, so if you’re on-site, come and 
join us!
 
 

Chris Leeson using iNaturalist 
to identity some snowdrops



Happy 
Retirement
Lynne

Lynne pictured 
with Sue Snape
for Zoofest’s
line dancing 
extravaganza
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Back in 2000, Lynne Grove laughed 
as a recruitment agency told her 
about a secretarial position at Dudley 
Zoo – little did she think back then 
she’d be retiring from the role she 
loved 20 years later!
 
Starting work as Personal Assistant to the Chief 
Executive, Lynne headed the zoo’s receptionist 
team before becoming Office Manager in 2015 
and has answered many a question over two 
decades.
 
Lynne said: “If I had a penny for every time I 
answered the phone to ‘This might sound a 
stupid question but…’ I’d have been able to 
retire a long time ago!”
 
Her unflappable nature and ability to deal with 
all manner of weird and wonderful enquiries 
even saw her awarded as Highly Commended in 
the Birmingham Post’s PA of the Year awards in 
2008.
 
Lynne added: “The first couple of years I worked 
here, everyone I told about working at the zoo 
asked if I cleaned out the monkeys! No two days 
are the same, but I’ve never had to do that!”
 
Although she has had one memorable close 
encounter with animals, when a delivery of live 
food was delivered to her office. Unfortunately, 
the contents – hundreds of crickets – all escaped 
the package and Lynne and her colleagues were 
left hearing them chirp for days!
 
But DZC will always be a special place for Lynne, 
as it’s here she met now Zoo Director Derek 
Grove, with the couple celebrating their tenth 
wedding anniversary this year.
 
 

Lynne said: “I’ve seen many changes at the zoo over 
two decades and have had so many highlights, including 
gaining a husband!
“It’s been a such a pleasure to work here and I’ll miss 
the people but I’ll enjoy coming back as a visitor in 
the future.”
 
Zoo Manager, Matt Lewis, said: “With 20 years’ 
experience, Lynne knows the business inside out and 
takes everything in her stride.
“She’ll be much missed and we wish her well in her 
retirement, but we’ve already told her we’ll get her 
back, decked out in her hi-vis jacket, for car park duty 
during our busy periods!”

With Keith Harris and Orville during 
a panto promotion of Jack and the 
Beanstalk in 2012. 

Pictured with ex colleague  
& Friend Pat Pemberton

It’s all in a days work for 

Lynne pictured in 2003



Celebrating 950 yrs 
of Dudley Castle

Bamboo 
Keyring 
£3.99

Coaster £4.50

Leather Bookmark £2.99

John Hemmingway
An illustrated Chronicle of the Castle 

and Barony of Dudley 1070 -1757
£12.00

Gift Box Pen £2.99

Notepad £4.50

T-Shirt £16.95

Commemorative Coin £5.99
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We’re celebrating 950 years of Dudley Castle by revealing a new anniversary logo. The commemorative 
design by DZC Graphic Designer, Rachel Lane, will feature on limited edition merchandise in the 

Safari Gift Shop throughout the year, which includes a keyring, stationery, a drinks coaster, clothing 
and bookmark.                            

All anniversary stock can be purchased online at www.dudleyzoo.org.uk and 
we’ll be adding further memorabilia to the collection soon, so keep an eye out!
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Lesley Lewis with Curator Richard Brown

Lesley & Richard observing bear
prints in the snow.

Bear tracking...

Lesley taking photographs of 
bear prints on tree trunk.

DZC Curator Richard Brown 
and Team Leader Lesley Lewis 
had an incredible experience 
when they went in search of 
wild bears in Slovakia.

The pair flew out to meet with keepers at 
Bojnice Zoo, where we’re set to welcome 
four orphaned European brown bears 
from later this year.

And as part of their visit, they were invited 
to take part in a bear trek in the Strážov 
Mountains with the zoo’s Chief Zoologist.
Staff regularly carry out research in the 
country’s mountains to monitor the numbers 
of native wildlife including bears, foxes, deer 
and wolves.

Sadly, a lot of these animals have to be taken 
in by the zoo’s rescue facility as they’re hunted 
by poachers.
Curator Richard Brown said: “We spent around 
four hours trekking in the snowy mountains 
and came across two separate sets of paw 
prints in different areas.

“We were informed the one set of prints was 
a mum and cub, which we tracked for about 
400 metres before they disappeared into 
the mountains.

 



Comparing hand prints, bear print in 

the snow

Bear foot prints in the tyre tracks

Bear claw
markings

in the bark 
of the tree.
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“The second set led to a new scratching tree, 
which they hadn’t come across before. We 
discovered fresh hair samples and broken bark 
and they told us they would set up camera traps 
in that area to monitor movement - they were 
quite excited about the find.
 
“It was definitely a once in a lifetime experience 
for both of us and also quite overwhelming to 
think we were so close to wild bears.”
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Plastic Oceans Category
Winner Sasha Woods

Illegal Trade Category 
Winner Izzy Joesbury

British Wildlife Category
Winner Emma Bloomer

Runner up Rebecca Evans Runner up Claire Pearson

Runner up Jessica Carter Runner up Liza Fowler

Runner up Karen Richings Runner up Poppy Maloney

Viv competion Winners
We’ve got some talented artists in our midst with lots of entries for the backdrops of our Discovery Centre vivariums.

We asked visitors to come up with some colourful designs to jazz up some of our empty wooden vivs, so we can display some of our 
artefacts, with our presenting team choosing their top three.

Head of Education Phil Turner said: “We had a fantastic response and many thanks for all the entries, we had a hard choice to pick the winners.
“We’re currently sorting through all our artefacts for presenting in the vivariums, which will help us highlight to visitors about how fantastic 

the natural world is.”
The winning designs are currently being made up into printed backgrounds and we’re sending zoo tickets to the talented artists to come 

and visit and see their artwork in place.

We’ll also display the entries for visitors to see during our Love Your Zoo Week celebrations during May half term.
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A Leap of Faith....

Luke Perry at work in his studio

Have you seen the newest arrival in Lemur Wood? Although measuring 30ft it’s hard to miss!
The gigantic steel artwork titled ‘Leap of Faith’ provides a focal point for us to engage with 
visitors about the ongoing threats to the endangered species, of which, 90 per cent 
are endangered.
The sculpture, which features a ring-tailed lemur leaping from one pole to another with a 
baby gripping its back, has been designed and made over the last year by local artist and zoo 
member, Luke Perry.
We unveiled the statue on Valentine’s Day as we publicly declared our passion to help create 
a better future for the enigmatic creatures and raise awareness of the threats they face, including 
deforestation, habitat loss due to logging and agriculture.
Zoo Director Derek Grove said: “We wanted a way to help highlight important conservation 
issues and after noticing the metal animal statues on the zoo carpark are regularly used for 
photo opportunities by visitors, we wanted to try an amalgamation of both ideas and we’ve 
had great feedback from visitors.”
We’d love to see your selfies at the statue, so why not post them on our Facebook page!
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Our talented visitors have been busy over the last few months 
capturing some more great entries for our camera club.
Thank you to everyone who has submitted photos, we’ve 
loved seeing your snaps of our animals and zoo site.
We especially loved Chris Jones’ picture of Discovery Centre’s 
Blue and gold macaw Charlie which we’ve chosen to feature 
as this edition’s pull-out poster. Well done, Chris!
If you’re visiting us over the next few months, why not bring 
your camera and get snapping. Our next ZooNooz will be
published in the summer, so you’ve got a few months 
to enter.

Happy snapping! 

Gary Page

Karen Edwards

Jennifer Vaughan

Helen Wilkins

Paul Wiggins

Gary Carter

Tim Jones

Unedited pictures can be submitted via photos@dudleyzoo.org.uk
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Its a baby boy!

Alisha with partner 
Dave and baby Oakley

When Sprout, our youngest Bornean orangutan approached the indoor den 
window and kissed the glass in front of the stomach of visitor, Alisha 
Greenhouse, she thought nothing of it, simply considering it as a highlight 
of her zoo day, but little did she know she was actually pregnant!
Alisha and partner Dave, are now new parents to baby Oakley, who’s almost 
five months old and have a wonderful tale to tell him of before they knew 
he was on his way!

Alisha, aged 20, from Hereford, said: “It was February 2019 when we visited the zoo and the 
best part was when we visited the orangutans. I was standing by the window looking at Jazz 
and Sprout, when all of a sudden Sprout came up to the glass and kissed my belly and sat and 
stared at it for a while before returning to her mother’s side. I was very shocked and 
overwhelmed, especially as she didn’t go near anyone else, not even my partner. I didn’t think 
much of it at the time, but when I told friends and family about what happened, they all joked 
maybe you’re pregnant and a few weeks later I found out I was.” Nine months later, Oakley 
arrived on November 15.
Alisha added: “Motherhood is amazing and Oakley is so good and such a happy baby. We 
haven’t visited the zoo with him yet, but we’re definitely planning on taking him very soon.”
DZC Media and Communications Officer, Rachel Hickman, said: “What a wonderful story 
to be able to tell Oakley when he’s older.
“Orangutans are highly intelligent creatures and our eight-year-old female, Sprout, is 
especially intrigued with babies and children.
“We look forward to welcoming the new family to DZC again soon and we’re sure a stop 
off at the orangutan enclosure to see Sprout again will be part of their trip.”
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Cinema Nights
Back by popular demand

Film fans are invited to grab their popcorn and picnic 
blankets and join us for our open air cinema nights in 
the castle courtyard and due to popular demand we’re 
running Six films this year! We’re showing three
movies in May (22-24) as well as three nights in August 
(6-8) – and we’ll be revealing the film titles very soon, so 
make a note in your diaries and watch this space!

22nd May

23rd May

24th May

Under 5’s day
Join us for one of our annual Under 5’s 
days and as our Castle is 950 years old this 
year, we’d love it if you came in your best 
fancy dress……King, Queen, Prince, 
Princess, Knight or even a ghost!!

Wednesday 24th & Thursday 25th June

BOOK ONLINE NOW WWW.DUDLEYZOO.ORG.UK OR CALL 01384 215313



Kidz Stuff
EASTER FUN
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DESIGN AN 
EGGSHELL

COMPETITION

A SELECTION OF CUDDLY TOYS

Send your designs to competition@dudleyzoo.org.uk 
giving your name, age & contact details and subject 
“DESIGN AN EGGSHELL ” by 30th April 2020.

WITH YOUR        
CHANCE TO WIN

Its your opportunity to get creative this Easter in our design an 
eggshell competition, you can be as creative as you like!



Details are correct at time of  going to press. We reserve the right to close parts of the Zoo and Castle as necessary. 
Please call prior to visiting. Dudley Zoo and Castle cannot be held responsible for any error, subsequent 
alterations or inconveniences arising therefrom.

How much do you know about 

Dudley Castle?

Each ZooNooz edition throughout 2020, our Presentation Assistant and 

castle expert, Amy Hickman, will highlight some fascinating facts 

about a different section of the castle as part of its 950th 

anniversary. We begin by shining the spotlight on the iconic keep, 

which can be spotted from miles around!

  

Did you know..............

•  The first Keep would have been a wooden keep on a man made mound, built in 1070

•  The mound would have been 12 feet higher than the one today

•  The keep today was constructed in the 1260s

•  There was an internal moat which surrounded the keep

•  The Entrance to the keep was protected by a portcullis and huge oak door

•  The keep’s first floor contained a hall and private chambers, the second floor were 

   battlements rising to a fighting platform on the drum towers 

•  The keep was used as a residence for the castle constable 

•  The keep had a kitchen annex. During The English Civil War the annex was turned into 

   a smithy to repair and make weapons

•  The castle was slighted for supporting the Royalists during The Civil War in 1647 


