
A Journey
Through Time

A Brief History of Dudley Castle
The first Castle here at Dudley was founded in 1070 when 
William the Conqueror was creating a ring of Castles 
around Staffordshire, Salop, Cheshire and North Wales. Its 
a classic example of a motte and bailey Castle (the motte 
being the mound on which the keep stands and the bailey 
being the flat area within the curtain wall). The keep was 
rebuilt again in the 13th Century and this is the Castle keep 
you see today in ruins, which was square with a round 
tower on each corner.

During the middle of the 16th Century 
the living areas were rebuilt as 
a Renaissance Palace 
(The Sharrington Range), by 
John Dudley, Lord of Dudley 
and Duke of Northumberland, the 
most famous Earl/Lord here
at the Castle. He was later 
beheaded by the order of 
Queen Mary I for hatching
the ill-fated plot to put 
Lady Jane Grey on the throne.

During the Civil War the Castle 
was a Royalist stronghold 
but surrendered in 1646 after 
a Parliamentary siege. This 
was when the keep and the 
gate house were sleighted 
or pulled down, so the Castle 
could not be used as a 
fortification any longer.

The Sharrington Range 
continued to be used by the
Barons of Dudley after the 
Civil War. By 1750 they had 
moved to Himley Hall. The 
Sharrington Range living quarters 
were rented out and on the 24th 
of July that year the whole 
building was gutted by a huge fire 
which burned for three days.

The Earls continued to hold the site and were responsible
for founding Dudley Zoo in 1937.

0844 474 2272
dudleyzoo.org.uk
Details are correct at time of  going to press. We reserve the right to close 
parts of the Zoo and Castle as necessary. Please call prior to visiting. Dudley
Zoological Gardens cannot be held responsible for any error, subsequent
alterations or inconveniences arising therefrom.

Follow us on
Keep in touch and have the chance to WIN
competitions exclusively on our social network pages.

ABOVE: Stocks
LEFT: An interpretation of what John Dudley 
would have looked like, Dudley’s most 
famous Earl.

Battle re-enactmentCastle Creatures exhibit

HISTORY OF
DUDLEY CASTLE

Get closer to the world’s rarest animals

Find out more about the 
history of the castle by 
visiting our Castle 
Creatures exhibit.
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Dudley Castle

3.The Pantry
   This contained the Castle bread ovens. The 
   first floor was a service area, probably the 
   laundry. The third floor housed staff or 
   guest bedrooms.
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9. The Great Hall
    The most important room in the house where 
     the Lord entertained visitors. The current hall is 
    Tudor in date (1533-53) but probably stands on or near the 
    site of a medieval original.

10. The Great Chamber
      The area where the medieval Lords would have had their private chambers.

11. The Chapel
     This was used for private worship by the Lord and his household. During 
    archaeological excavation, tiles from the original floor were found. One tile 
 had the coat-of-arms of John de Botiler on who took charge of the Castle in 1325-6.

4. The Triple Gate
     The three gates consisted of two long walls which are 12th   
 Century; the two portals with doors and portcullises which  
 are 13th Century; and a Barbican which was 15th Century.

5. The Bailey
    The area of flat land surrounded by the Castle wall is       
    called the Bailey. This is where the hall, kitchens, stables,   
    smithy, chapel and various outbuildings were held.

6. The Kitchen
    This can be recognised by the two huge fireplaces which 
    were used to cook food. In the third wall the large arch is   
    what remains of a serving hatch.

7. The Servery
    Food would have been collected from the kitchen serving   
    hatch by finely-dressed servants and carried to the Great 
    Hall via the staircase behind the wooden barrier.

1. The Keep
    The strong point of the Castle defences is called the Keep.
   
2. The Motte
    The first Castle to be built at Dudley consisted of an enclosure 
    and a fortified mound called a motte. When first built the 
    motte would have been higher than it is today. It was 
    built lower to take the present tower.

8. The Buttery
    This was generally used as a service office for the chief
    steward, butler or housekeeper. Note the remains of a
    12th Century arched doorway dating from the second
    Castle, which was a major entrance into the basement
    of the medieval hall.


