1070 Motte and Bailey

Dudley Castle was part of a defensive ring that was put around the country to
protect from invasions from Scotland or Wales.
A motte-and-bailey is a form of castle situated on a raised earthwork and
surrounded by a ditch and protective fence. This was the most common form of
castles in Europe. The mottes were mounds, some natural, some man made,
surmounted by a tower. Around them was a ditch, sometimes filled with water.
For man-made mottes the earth needed to build it was taken from the
surrounding ditch to create another defensive feature. The closeness of connection
between the mound and the ditch is reflected in their names: motte and moat come

from the same medieval root.
The bailey was an outer enclosure, which was also defended by a fence and
sometimes a ditch, providing a first, outer line of defence for the motte.
Motte and Bailey castles were built in Britain, Ireland and France in the 11th
and 12th centuries. They were relatively cheap but effective defensive fortification
that could repel small attacks.
The motte and bailey remained the dominant form of castle in England, Wales,

and Ireland well into the 12th century. At the same time, castle architecture in
mainland Europe became more sophisticated.

1138 King Stephen Attack

In 1138 King Stephen attacked Dudley Castle. Ralph Pagnell had sided with Empress
Matilda during the anarchy and Stephen had marched on Dudley. The castle withstood the
attack and Stephen resorted to burning the surrounding area and taking the village livestock,
before making his way to Shrewsbury and burning their castle down. The reason why Dudley
Castle wasn’t burnt down as by this time it hard started to be refortified in stone.

1530 Sharrington Range

In 1530’s the castle came into the ownership of Sir John Dudley, Earl of Warwick who
started a rebuilding program of the domestic areas of the castle. He employed a friend called

Sir William Sharrington as the architect. The new palace he wanted was to be of the new
italianate style and one of the finest in the land. John Dudley would go down in history
as the nefarious Duke of Northumberland for being part of the plot to usurp Mary Tudor
for the throne of England by placing her cousin and John’s Daughter in Law, Lady Jane
Grey on the throne. Due to this plot John Dudley was executed on the 22 nd August 1553
and the death of Sharrington meant that building work was never completed.

1647 Slighting

The Castle was held during the English Civil War by the Royalist Forces of King Charles I.
Charles was a friend of the Ward family who owned the castle. During the war the castle was
sieged twice and both times withstood. The castle was surrendered in May 1646 and in 1647
the castle was slighted with partial demolition of the gatehouse, keep and defensive wall.

The Great Fire of 1750

On 24th July 1750 a fire ripped through the domestic range known has the Sharrington Range.
The fire could be seen several miles away in Birmingham and raged for three days and three
nights. Rumours circulated that the local militia had been storing gun powder at the castle.
The fire left the building in the state we see it today.

1935 Zoo and Castle

The castle grounds were used as a park to hold fetes and festivals during the 18th and 19th
centuries. This was until 1935 when the 2nd Earl of Dudley decided to turn the grounds into
a zoo with a castle as the centre piece.
You may want to check out the Throwback Thursday news stories on our website to see which
species have been housed in and around our castle grounds to include in your art.

In the Future!

In 50 years’ time the castle will be celebrating its 1000th anniversary. You may want to create
art work based on what you think the castle and its inhabitants may look like then or even for
its 2000th anniversary! With your help hopefully the Castle and many of today’s animals and
plants will be enjoyed for many generations to come!

