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WELCOME

Zoo Nooz
Introduction
Plans to extend the tiger exhibit and create new accommodation for 
Daseep and Joao are ongoing but the implications of acquiring 
planning permission on this area of the site are complicated. The 
extension to the enclosure requires work to a section of the castle 
motte set within the Scheduled Monument, with tree preservation 
orders covering established trees on the rear bank and the new 
building being sited adjacent to a Grade 2* Listed Tecton building. 
Officers from Historic England and the Conservation Officer for 
historic building in the Dudley Borough are assisting us to develop 
the plans in a sympathetic way in order to meet legislative 
requirements of the historic site while enabling the Zoo to 
improve the habitat for our animals.

Following the success of the first phase of Castle Hill Vision that ran 
from 2012 through to 2015 we are now developing the second phase. 
The projects previously undertaken delivered improvements to 
infrastructure throughout the site and were funded with assistance 
from the Heritage Lottery Fund and the European Regional 
Development Fund. 

The strategic development ambitions for this phase are to:

• Continue to fund diversification and improvement of animal 
   collection and increase number of exhibits that enable 
   visitor interaction.
• Restore the fabric of six listed structures and further advance 
   visitor engagement.
• Create an immersive educational experience to connect with 
   a diverse audience.
• Develop access and function of existing onsite facilities to deliver 
   a wider appeal. Investigate and implement eco-friendly building 
   practices to improve the resource efficiency of an animal exhibit.

We hosted a stakeholder event at the Dudley Archive building and a 
visitor consultation day in the Exhibition area of the Zoo shop to seek 
the opinions of our daily visitors and both proved hugely beneficial.

Managing a site with a long and rich history of animals and people, 
we are frequently contacted by people who have questions or stories 
from bygone years. As one of the older and longer serving members 
of staff, I am often tasked with assisting with these requests and so 
far this year I have met a former big cat keeper who worked at the 
Zoo in the 1960s, corresponded with someone whose nan’s sister and 
her husband lived in one of the buildings on Castle Hill some 90 years 
ago and spoken to the mother of an ex-member of staff whose friend 
donated two fruit trees in the early 1980s and she was enquiring how 
they were doing.
 
In regard to these three questions, I worked for the same curator as 
the member of staff from the 1960s so we could swap stories, we 
definitely still have one of the fruit trees by the small primate house 
and the building in question was similar to the Lodge by the Zoo’s 
Tecton turnstiles, however on further investigation the Lodge their 
relative lived in was on the opposite end of the Castle Hill woodland.  
 

         

Get in touch

Zoo Director

Share your stories and pictures 
with us and we’ll print the best 
ones.......

@dudleyzoo

dudleyzoo

admin@dudleyzoo.org.uk

Castle Hill
Dudley
DY1 4QF
T: 01384 215313
www.dudleyzoo.org.uk

It is nice when we are able to assist, even if it’s not 
always the answer they were expecting but you can 
learn a lot from these encounters.

Derek Grove, Zoo Director

dudley.zoo
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Animal in FOCUS

did you know?
Bush dog
Speothos venaticus
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• 
Bush dogs are one of the most unusual 
looking species of dog, as they resemble 
weasels or otters. This may be due to 
them having adapted to a semi-aquatic 
life style.  

They have webbed feet, short legs, a 
short bushy tail, a rounded muzzle and 
ears. These adaptations allow them to 
both swim and dive with great ease. 

The head and neck are reddish in colour, 
and the brown back becomes darker 
towards the tail. The underside is dark 
in colour and there is occasionally a 
lighter throat patch. 

• Other names for the bush dog are vinegar 
  dog, savannah dog or whistling dog.

• A tame bush dog was reported to be able 
  to dive under water to retrieve stones that 
  had been thrown for it. 

• They have been raised as pets by Native  
  inhabitants of South America.

• Bush dogs are known to scent mark their 
  territories by using urine and anal gland 
  secretions to mark trees. The animals often 
  do “hand stands” against the trees to leave     
  these messages at a suitable height.



FrIghTFUlly gOOD FIlm NIghTS..

More than 2,000 film fans had a 
spooktacular time when Dudley 
Castle’s courtyard was transformed 
into an atmospheric open-air cinema.
The ghoulish grounds of the 11th century castle provided the perfect setting for summer 
screenings of zombie classic night of the Living Dead and vampire flick The Lost Boys. It 
was the third year running Dudley Zoo had teamed up with Flatpack Projects to show 
the cult classics under the stars and entertain guests with spooky sounds and ghostly 
projections on the castle’s ramparts.

Zoo Manager, Matt Lewis, said: “Interest in our film nights is definitely growing and we 
are already planning on building on this year’s success.

“We were delighted to work with Flatpack Cinema to welcome so many movie-goers 
into the dramatic courtyard setting and we hope to join forces again to bring more 
thrilling film nights to the heart of Dudley next summer.”

Crowds enjoying night of the Living Dead Film

Crowds enjoying the Lost Boys Film

5

The Lost Boys Film



BONFIrE NIghT
Be wildlife aware this bonfire night
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Conservation Officer 
Chris Leeson

TOADS

As bonfire night draws nearer, DZG’s 
Conservation Officer Chris Leeson 
reminds us to think about wildlife 
before we get the celebrations going 
with a bang.
Here are Chris’s top tips on how to protect wildlife 
in your garden on and around Guy Fawkes night:

1. Try not to make your bonfire until the day you   
    are planning to light it, as wildlife can move in if        
    it’s built too far in advance.

2. Hedgehogs aren’t the only garden lovers who 
    need to be steered clear of the bonfire. Look out 
    for newts, toads and frogs too and direct them 
    away from where the fire will be by creating 
    alternative shelters out of piles of leaves.

3. Before lighting, check to make sure none of these 
    creatures have crawled into the bonfire by using 
    a torch.

4. Don’t burn all your old leaves on the bonfire, leave 
    some behind for the wildlife to enjoy.

5. Don’t burn plastic or rubber. Using up old 
    newspapers and spare wood is best.

6. Make sure the bonfire is fully extinguished as 
    piles of hot ash could be extremely harmful to 
    wildlife. Also remove dead fireworks.

7. Keep fireworks away from trees and hedgerows 
    to keep disturbance of birds in nest boxes to a
    minimum. Catherine wheels should be fixed to   
    fence posts rather than trees.

N
EW

TS
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Gardener Paul Durber 
tending his hanging basket

UNseasoNably hot 
spell seNds gardeNiNg 
roUtiNe to pot

It’s been a belter – but the unseasonably 
hot weather has put our gardeners’ regular 
routine out of kilter.

Some tasks the seven-strong team of gardeners 
usually do in the summer were put on hold 
by the heatwave and other jobs, like road 
repairs and hedge-cutting, needed doing 
earlier.

Head Gardener Carl Stevens said: “We’ve 
not had to mow the lawns all summer which 
has given us chance to catch up on jobs we 
would normally do later in the year such as 
painting the trailer and servicing vehicles.

“In the extreme heat a lot of the bedding 
plants went to seed early and we started 
cutting back hedges and pruning sooner 
than we have done in the past. And we’ve 
had a lot of road repairs too as the intense 
heat causes more damage to paths and 
roads than heavy snow.

“The whole summer has gone really quickly 
and we’ve definitely done things in a different 
order. The jobs we need to do very much 
depend on the weather. If we have a mild 
winter we could still be cutting lawns in 
December and January. It’s always a challenge 
but everything gets done.”

Plants without 
Peafowl aPPeal
DZG gardeners like to create blooming 
beautiful baskets and borders that 
appeal to everyone – except our six 
peafowl.

When picking plants they make sure 
they steer clear of succulents, such as 
bedding begonias, as our four peacocks 
and two peahens would merrily munch 
on the moisture-rich blooms.

Carl said: “We plump for French 
marigolds and bedding geraniums 
which are attractive to everyone except 
the free-roaming peafowl, and that 
way we can keep our colourful displays 
looking their best!”

Gardener Jordan Share tending to the
flower beds 
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Visitors to DZG can add their 
voice to an in-house staff 
recognition scheme if they 
want to sing the praises of 
our employees.

Managers, trustees, colleagues and 
visitors are all invited to submit 
nominations for the Employee of the 
Month award if they come across an 
especially helpful member of our team 
who goes the extra mile.

And that’s exactly what has happened to 
our latest title holder Keeper Josh Luxton, 
who received multiple nominations 
including great feedback from visitors 
participating in meet and greet experiences.

The 24-year-old also won praise for helping 
the media and marketing team promote 
the zoo and in May, his Facebook Live 
broadcast to celebrate our young tapir 
Luna’s first birthday received almost 
6,000 views.

Josh, who has worked at the zoo for nearly 
four years, was also commended by DZG 
Trustee Stephen Woollard who saw him
deliver a talk on animal training at a 
recent conference at Longleat.

Zoo Manager Matt Lewis said: “Josh is 
always very keen to provide stories about 
our animals for our website and has 
received some very positive feedback from 
people who have enjoyed our close 
encounter packages. He’s a really valued 
member of the team and fully deserves 
the title.”

Josh said: “I’m thrilled to have been 
recognised and nominated for this month’s 
award. It’s a total shock but I really do 
appreciate it.”

Josh received a certificate and gift vouchers 
along with Customer Services Team 
Member Paige Westbury and Senior Keeper 
Adam Walker, who were honoured for 
notable achievements.

Keeper Josh luxton

Join in 
to sing 
staff 
praises
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Keeper Cheyenne Darkins took this family picture showing 
off the youngsters who were born at the end of June, but 
they have only just emerged from their underground den.

The Asiatic short-clawed babies were born to eight-year-old 
mum Keyah and 13-year-old dad Buddy and are all doing well.

Senior Keeper Sam Grove said: “We don’t know what date 
they were born exactly but the pups will be around three 
months old now, as they stay safely tucked inside for the first 
few weeks. 

“We’re delighted to have four new additions to the 
family and they will be ready for solid food soon. Keepers 
will start putting out extra portions of sprats and meat 
for them, cut up in to smaller pieces.”

Gestation in otters lasts around 60 days and up to six young 
can be born at one time.

AN OTTEr DElIghT!
What an otterly delightful photo – our otter 
family featuring the parents, two older siblings 
and four new pups which have just put in 
an appearance.
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each year dedicated dudley Zoo bosses 
make a commitment to support numerous 
animal conservation programmes around 
the globe. but they say conversations with 
our visitors about threats creatures face in 
the wild is just as important.

 

Through this year’s annual awareness days, our visitors 
have helped us raise almost £7,000 for conservation 
groups working with primates, birds, tapirs, giraffes, 
binturongs, camels, tigers, reptiles and red pandas. The 
events, which raise both funds and awareness, have 
included a harry Potter-themed International Owl 
Awareness Day, ‘Parrots of the Caribbean’ 
fun for World Parrot Day and celebrations 
for the first ever World Chimpanzee Day.

Zoo Director Derek grove said: “It’s as much 
about raising awareness with our visitors as 
fundraising when we celebrate specific days 
and support conservation projects around the 
globe. “Our visitors have varying interests in 
wildlife and it is ideal to use these special 
awareness days throughout the year 
to focus on issues which cause animal 
lovers and campaigners real concern 
throughout the world.

Schools Out! for one visitor during our Harry Potter 

themed Owl awareness day!

CONSErvATION SPArkINg

Pictured with The Jane Goodhall Institute  Certificate 

are DZG Senior Primate Keeper Jodie Dryden with Keeper 

Stephanie Bignall and Senior Keeper Jade Redall.

Thanks for hanging with us!
Conservation Officer Chris Leeson, who tried the strength test along with our Curator Richard Brown, Head of Education Phil Turner, Head Gardener Carl Stevens 
and Senior Primate Keeper Adam Walker, said: “We are grateful to everyone who supported us so generously.

“The weekend was a huge success. Lots of people got involved in our orang-themed games as well as learning how they can help orangs in the wild by just the 
way they shop.”
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CONvErSATION.....

Red Panda Network Forest Guardian sponsorship not only 
helps protect the red panda in its natural habitat; it helps 
support a family at the same time. DZG’S sponsorship 
will fund Forest Guardian base salary, training and 
dispatch, protective field clothing & gear, and field 
research equipment.

“All money raised through our awareness 
days supports conservation campaigns 
and we add the takings from nectar 
sales in lorikeet lookout to the total on 
each of the celebration days too.”

In addition to the awareness days 
DZg is proud to have pledged its 
long-term support to projects including 
lemur Conservation Association 
AEECL, a five-year education 
programme in madagascar to fund 
nine primary school teachers to 
educate youngsters about protecting 
their local habitats which in turn will 
help conserve lemurs in the wild.

For five years we’re also supporting 
Selamatkan yaki, a project working 
out in Indonesia to protect the 
critically endangered Sulawesi 
crested black macaques. And 
we have a five-year commitment 
to back binturong conservation 
efforts and each year give 
money to red panda and 
capuchin projects.

thanks to all our visitors who 
support us and the 
conservation 
work we do.

 

 



TrIAlS AND TrIUmPhS
By hEAD OF BIrDS NICOlA WrIghT 
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Senior Keeper
Ben Vanes 
constructing 
an aviary

Fallen tree branches, hazards included, the risk of 
aviaries collapsing under the weight of snow 
and freezing temperatures were some of 
the obstacles to overcome.

But the spring brought the long-awaited 
demolition of the three parrot aviaries 
and an impressive new build to make 
way for eight scarlet macaws. The finer 
weather also allowed the first displays, nest 
building and egg laying activities.

Finally the good weather saw our first 
clutch laid by the Luzon’s bleeding 
heart doves and the birds of prey, 
including our young red-legged 
seriema Delta, got outside for 
some much needed training.

Other successes included the hatching of 
a Java dove, which will make an excellent 
foster dove for other species, a 
female red-crested turaco and 
seven penguin chicks.

The dry weather also gave bird 
team members chance to 
double the off-show aviaries 
from two to four. This has 
provided accommodation for 
another of our new species, the 
collared hill partridge, which 
should join the main collection in 
the coming months.

Despite the difficult start, along 
with lots of fundraising for 
conservation groups to protect 
Asian songbirds, parrots and 
birds of prey, it’s been a hugely
rewarding year.

Collared hill partridge

Luzon’s bleeding heart dove

Red-legged 
seriema Delta

Hatchling Java dove

Head of Birds
Nicola Wright 

repeated snowfall, storms emma and eleanor 
and the threat of avian influenza presented the 
bird department with a host of challenges at 
the start of the year.

Senior Keeper
Kriss Pearson
breaking the ice
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Behind the scenes of the weird and wonderful East African creatures’ specially-built burrow, 
staff have to keep the network of clear tubes and chambers - which imitates a natural 
underground habitat - at a constant 30 degrees Celsius.

And the radio is left playing around the clock as the cold-blooded and hairless mammals are 
incredibly sensitive to noise.

Senior keeper, Jodie Dryden, said: “mole rats are blind so their hearing is heightened anyway 
and they respond to the most sensitive sound vibrations. That’s why the viewing glass on the 
exhibit is extremely thick and why we keep the radio on.

“That way any slight noise we make when caring for them, or if there are lots of visitors nearby, 
there is already something going on in the background and they are less likely to get startled.”

Daily duties include checking the burrow temperature, cleaning any dirty chambers with 
water, a 60g serving of root veg and a quick head count to make sure staff see our two 
females and three males.

Keepers also add undyed tissue to a chamber which the five skilfully and powerfully tear into 
strips and transport along the tubes to their nest, taking a variety of routes along the way.

But there’s a question of etiquette when crossing paths with the queen mole rat – she always 
has to walk over the top of any other mole rat as she’s at the top of the tree in the hierarchy!

 

 

senior Keeper Jodie Dryden 
preparing chambers with bedding.

 

BEhIND ThE SCENES
of… Naked mole rats
dZg keepers go to great lengths to make sure all animals are 
happy in their environment and for our colony of naked mole rats, 
that means a tropical temperature and the radio on non-stop!
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Hocus pocus
29th, 30th  & 31st OctOber 2018

5pm-8pm last admission 5.45pm• Creepy Crafts & Colouring
• Freaky Fancy Dress Parade 
• Take a  spooky selfie with Lou the Bat
• Trick or Treat Trail around the Castle 
   including Creepy Crawlies and a few 
   surprises along the way!
• Dippy’s Halloween Show & Disco

ADULTS I £8.50
CHILDREN I £10.00
UNDER 3’S FREE
2 ADULTS & 2 CHILDREN I £32.00 

Events

discOunted 
rates available

fOr zOO  
members

fOr further infO  please call
01384 215313 Or visit www.dudleyzOO.Org.uk

REFRESHMENTS 

WILL BE AVAILABLE

TO PURCHASE ON 

THE EVENING



Kidz Stuff

Autumn Leaf Art Competition
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Send us your pictures to competition@dudleyzoo.org.uk giving your name, age 
& contact details and put “leaf art competition” as the subject, by 31st Oct 2018.

To celebrate the spectacular 
Autumn season, we are 
holding a Leaf Art Competition. 
With the leaves now tumbling 
down from the trees, we’d like 
you to show us your artistic 
talent and create a leaf picture! 
animal themed of course.

One lucky winner will have the 
opportunity to win this fabulous 
hedgehog house, feeding bowl, 
hedgehog cuddly toy, Hedgehog 
Plant pot decoration.

be as creative as you like!

1

2

3

4

1. Hedgehog Toy (L) 16cm, (W) 11cm
2. Hedgehog House (L) 46cm, (W) 37cm, (D) 26cm
3. Hedgehog Bowl (L) 12cm, (D) 4.5cm
4. Hedgehog Plant Pot Pal (W) 6cm, (H) 13cm 

Collective
RRP

£41.96



Details are correct at time of  going to press. We reserve the right to close parts of the Zoo and Castle as necessary. Please call prior 
to visiting. Dudley Zoological Gardens cannot be held responsible for any error, subsequent alterations or inconveniences 
arising therefrom.

loving the 
leaves

keepers across our lower and upper 
primate sections collect leaf litter to 
make feeding times more interesting 
for the animals and many, including 
our black howler monkeys, like to 
munch on the crunchier ones. Senior 
Primate keeper Jodie Dryden said: 
“Fallen leaves provide great 
enrichment for all our primates as it 
gives them a different texture to 
experience and encourages foraging.

“They love to eat the crispy ones 
and we hide treats or grate food in 
piles of leaves so they have to 
rummage through them to find 
something tasty to eat.”Conservation 
Officer Chris Leeson said leaves also 
made cosy homes for hedgehogs. he 
said: “hedgehogs dig their way into a 
pile of leaves to hibernate and that’s 
why people need to be extra careful 
when clearing leaves at home and 
avoid using anything sharp, such 
as a garden fork.”

Give a hedgehog 
a home

you can use your autumn leafs to 
encourage hedgehogs by building 

hedgehog homes and providing leafy 
and twiggy places for hibernation, including 

logs and leaves. Never move a 
hibernating hedgehog.

Fallen leaves 
provide piles 
of fun - and the 
odd snack - for 
our primate 
collection 
here at dZg.


