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WELCOME
Zoo Nooz
Introduction

The arrival of new species to the zoo is always exciting 
for staff and visitors alike and Reggie the Linne’s 
two-toed sloth has proved incredibly popular from 
day one. 

The leaf cutting ants have also been a draw over the 
summer months and they’re now travelling through 
30m of plastic tubing to reach their main feeding 
station, which is fascinating to watch. We’ve also got 
new vampire crabs living in the water moat surrounding 
the feeding station, although I must admit I’ve not 
actually spotted one yet!

Now the summer holiday is over, we’re continuing 
our redevelopment programme and are currently in 
the process of creating a new mixed enclosure for 
several South American species, including Reggie. We 
aim to have this open in time for October half term 
with an official opening planned to welcome Reggie 
and his friends into their new home, plus we’ll soon be 
doubling the size of the camel house to match the 
recent extension to the outdoor paddock. 

Looking ahead to further redevelopment, we’ve 
submitted planning applications to the local 
authority for the Bear Ravine and we’re continuing to 
work alongside planning  and heritage officials to 
satisfy conditions for both the Play Barn and the tiger 
extension, which has taken far longer than we 
anticipated. We also intend to submit plans for the 
outdoor orangutan enclosure shortly with the 
intention to start work in 18 months’ time. 

And finally we’ve just renewed our Zoo Licence for a 
further six years. It’s a rigorous process that takes place 
routinely with an interim inspection after three years. 
The Zoo Licensing Inspection report noted that the 
overall impression of the zoo was very favourable 
and we were pleased with the outcome.
  

Get in touch

Zoo Director

Share your stories and 
pictures with us and we’ll 
print the best ones.......

@dudleyzoo

dudleyzoo

admin@dudleyzoo.org.uk

Castle Hill
Dudley
DY1 4QF
T: 01384 215313
www.dudleyzoo.org.uk

Derek Grove, Zoo Director
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Animal in FOCUS

Linne’s two-toed sloth
Choloepus didactylus.

did you know?
• Two-toed sloths are nocturnal and solitary.

• A whole host of invertebrates can be found within the hair of wild sloth as well 
   as algae and fungi growing on the hair!

• claws are used to hang from tree branches and can be 7.5cm long.

• Nearly all mammals have 7 neck vertebrae but two-toed sloths might have 6 or
   7, sometimes 8!

• They can swim and they use the breast stroke.

• They descend to the ground only to change trees (food source) or to defecate 
  (poo). They have such a slow metabolism that they only defecate once a week and 
   an item of food may remain in their digestive tract for up to a month.

• These sloths are primarily nocturnal, sleeping for up to 15 hours during the day 
   and waking during the night only to feed.

• Their slow progress through the trees and the tendency for algal growth to tint 
   the fur green helps to camouflage them.

See Reggie our Linne’s two-toed sloth



Welcome
Reggie!

Reggie our Linne’s two-toed sloth is proving to be a 
popular addition to our collection since his arrival at 
the start of the summer.

He’s already well on his way to becoming our top 
adopted animal at the zoo, overtaking the popularity 
of usual firm favourites Kubwa the giraffe and Dippy 
the penguin and we’ve also seen a sharp rise in sales 
of sloth merchandise from the Safari Shop over 
the last few weeks.

And with new sloth souvenirs hitting 
the shelves, including a jute bag, a 
cushion and keyrings, as well as 
lots of cute cuddlies, there’s 
something for every Reggie fan!

Make sure you visit us for October half term 
when Reggie moves into his brand new home.

contractors are busy building the new mixed mammal 
exhibit which will house Reggie, coppery titi monkeys, 
Tilda and frank and goeldi monkeys, francisco 
and Santiago.

Irene Lawson first started adopting our guanacos in 1989, when we had 
a herd of three, and has generously donated towards DZg’s ongoing
conservation work every year since.

Irene, from Birmingham, said: “I wanted to adopt something that 
hadn’t got a lot of adoption plaques and fell for the guanaco as 
they’ve got lovely faces.”

Back in 2009, staff even named our then 20-year-old male 
guanaco, Lawson, in recognition of her 20th year of adopting.  

Today we have one elderly guanaco remaining, Lawson’s daughter, 
Rio, who is 22 years-old. She lives in the paddock opposite the 
farm with our rhea and two goats.

Irene added: “I was thrilled to have a guanaco named after me 
and still enjoy coming up to see Rio once or twice a year, so I can 
show my face and say hello.

“I’ve always loved Dudley Zoo. It’s a really, really nice zoo, which is so 
welcoming and seems to be constantly changing and i’ve been happy to 
continue supporting each year.”

DZg Marketing Manager Andrea Hales, said: “We are really grateful for Irene’s generous donations over the past 
three decades and hopefully the next time she visits the zoo she can meet Rio with our keepers.

“Our adopters play an important role at the zoo as all funds raised through the purchase of our packages go 
towards vital wildlife education, conservation and enrichment for some of the rarest animals in the world.”
 
Adoption packages start from only £39.50 and make fantastic gifts for animal lovers! 
Find out more on our website. 5

We’re extending our gratitude to our most loyal supporter 
who has been the only adopter of our guanaco for 30 years!

Contractors working on 
the mammal exhibit.

22 year old Rio
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Two silver-plated entrée dishes discovered 
in the back of a cupboard led to a trip down 
DZG memory lane for one family.
Janet Warner from Derby contacted us after finding the dishes 
stamped ‘Dudley Zoo 1937’ on the base, which following a visit 
to DZg after almost 60 years, she’s kindly donated to 
our archive, alongside a copy of her fascinating family history.

The family have learnt Janet’s great, great grandfather William 
Job Bridgwater (pictured above) owned the town’s W.J. Bridgwater 
& co, an iron and metal merchants and in 1919 rented castle Hill House from 
the Earl of Dudley as the family home for his wife Effie and their six children.

Janet’s late father, Bernard Brookbanks, who is pictured sitting on his mother cecile’s knee in the far right of the 
photo taken in the house’s garden in 1923, even used to recall playing on the castle’s cannons with his brother and cousins!

The house stayed in the family until 1936 / 1937 when the Earl of Dudley sold the land and developed the zoological 
gardens, with the house being incorporated into the site and the family wonder if the discovered entrée dishes were 
a gift to the family when the zoo opened.

Zoo Director Derek grove, said: “from what we understand, when DZg first opened in 1937 silver-plated tea services 
were used in the restaurants across the site, so it’s quite possible these dishes may have formed part of the sets.

“However when I was a keeper back in the late 80’s early 90’s, I remember we used these dishes as feeding bowls for the 
small primates.

“I haven’t seen any for years and it was a blast from the past for me when I saw them again, so we’re really grateful 
to Janet and her family for donating them to our archive, as they’re a wonderful part of our zoo history.”

 

Two silver-plated entrée dishes discovered 
in the back of a cupboard led to a trip down 
DZG memory lane for one family.

Bernard Brookbanks is the baby on Cecile’s knee on the far right.

Inset - Base of dishes  showing Dudley Zoo stamp
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Meet Dudley - our 
adopted wild Bactrian 
camel calf!

We’re proud supporters of the fantastic work of the UK-based Wild Camel 
Protection Foundation (WCPF), the world’s only charity working exclusively to 
save the critically endangered wild camel from extinction and protect its unique 
habitat in the Gobi Desert in north-west China and south-west Mongolia.  

Dudley – who has been named in our honour - was one of five born at the 
Hunter Hall Wild Camel Breeding Centre in Mongolia in spring 2019 and 
we’ve pledged to financially support him for five years as part of our in-situ 
conservation efforts.

Find out more about WCPF and wild camels at 
https://www.wildcamels.com/



Photograph courtesy of Express and Star

 Photograph courtesy of Express and Star
 

Photograph courtesy of Express and Star 

This autumn, one of our most familiar faces is 
celebrating her 30th year at DZg. She’s part and 
parcel of DZg life and the zoo just wouldn’t be the 
same without Lesley Lewis! Joining straight from 
school in 1989 as a trainee keeper, Lesley started 
working with the site’s big cats and farm animals 
and over the last three decades has worked with 
most species, including her favourite camels, before 
settling into her present role of Team Leader of 
the farm. And there’s not many people who can say 
she’s handreared a lion cub in her living room, while 
heavily pregnant with her first child!
Lesley, aged 47, said: “The lion cub was rejected by 
his mum and we took him home at two days old.
“He used to come home with us during the evening 
and then spend the day in the zoo cabin. “It was a 
mad time, but lovely too and he lived with us for a 
quite a few months before he got too big and we 
had to move him back on site.”
During her 30 years Lesley also met and married 
fellow keeper Matt (who’s now the Zoo Manager) 
in 1997 and the couple, who live on the zoo site, 
continue juggling the needs of the animals while 
raising their own children, Harry, aged 20 and Eliza, 
aged 15.
But Lesley’s also fondly regarded as a mother 
figure to many of the site’s keeping team and is 
always on hand to offer advice.
 

Lookback with Lesley
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Team leader of the farm Lesley Lewis 



Photograph courtesy of Express and Star
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Lesley Lewis with Zoo Director Derek Grove 

Lesley added: “The zoo is like one big family and I’ve 
been privileged to have helped train so many young 
keepers over the years, who I’ve watch grow and 
have their own families and I’m like a proud mum 
to them all!
“It’s a wonderful job and I feel very lucky to be able 
to do something I love every single day and it certainly 
doesn’t feel like 30 years.”
Zoo Director Derek grove, who presented Lesley with 
gift vouchers in recognition of her long service, said: “I 
remember Lesley starting as a bright and bushy 
tailed youngster.
“She’s dedicated and enthusiastic and can always be 
relied on if extra help is needed, whether its gritting a 
paddock or handrearing a baby camel around the 
clock, like she’s currently doing.
“But to this day she’s retained that bright and bushy 
tailed nature and that’s a real credit to her.”



10

When big cat keepers needed to distinguish the faeces of our Sumatran tigers, Daseep and Joao, they 
turned to edible glitter to help!
Staff are feeding nine year-old Daseep chunks of meat sprinkled with the colourful cake decoration so they 
can spot sparkles in her samples.
Acting Team Leader, Sam grove, said: “We’re feeding Daseep the glittery meat chunks separately so we 
know only she’s digested it.
“faeces can tell us a lot about the health of the animal as we look at the consistency and patterns, but it’s 
also a very useful tool for us to track her hormone levels too.
“Once we’ve collected her sample every few days we send it away to a veterinary laboratory, who check 
and record her levels.
“It’s great for us to get a baseline so we can track any peaks and falls during her monthly cycle to determine 
if she’s in heat and ready to mate.
“It’s a simple, safe and stress-free way to monitor the health of our animals and she’s none the wiser!”

Edible 
Glitter

Statue update..

Luke Perry at work in his studio

Work on our fabulous lemur statue by talented borough sculptor and DZg Member Luke Perry is continuing in earnest 
and we’ve got another little sneak peek for you…
The gigantic artwork, which we’ve commissioned to help highlight the plight of Madagascan lemurs, is the biggest 
piece Luke has ever built in one piece and when complete he believes will have had nearly a million hammer blows, 
approximately seven miles of welding wire and will weigh around 790kg. 
We’re hoping to have it installed in the new year.  

Josh Luxton with Daseep 



Quest to conserve 
native species
Conservation Officer Chris Leeson is continuing his quest to conserve native species on site and has recycled 
a piece of corrugated metal sheeting as a refuge for reptiles. The off-cut from the zoo’s workshop has been 
put to new use to aid with native species surveys and has been installed in off-show woodland around the 
site’s Snail Trail.

chris said “The metal sheeting will absorb heat, so 
ideally will attract reptiles who come out in the morning 
to bask in the sun, as well as proving shelter underneath 
from predators. “I’m hoping it will attract slow worms, 
grass snakes and common lizards, but it may also be 
used by small mammals such as mice, shrews and voles 
“It does take a while for these types of animals to come 
into these areas, so I’m not expecting immediate results, 
but with the fantastic woodland areas, as well as many 
lovely grass paddocks we have around the zoo’s site, we 
are an ideal place for these elusive creatures.” We’ll check 
back with chris in the coming months to see how his 
survey is progressing!

We’re singing from the rooftops in thanks to YOU for helping us 
achieve a silver award for contributing more than €3,000 to save 
Asian songbirds from extinction.
For the last two years we’ve been raising funds and awareness 
for the European Association of Zoos and Aquaria (EAZA) 
conservation campaign  ‘Silent Forest, Asian Songbird Crisis’, which 
aims to tackle the crisis of birds being stolen from the Southeast 
Asian forests and used in singing contests or illegally traded as pets, 
pushing many species to the brink of extinction. Through on-site 
fundraising days, donations and sales of plush birds in the Safari 
Shop we’ve been able to send off €3,101.80 towards the campaign, 
exceeding our original target! Birds Section Leader Nicola Wright, 
who headed DZG’s effort, said: “We’re thrilled to have raised so 
much money towards EAZA’s efforts to help save these beautiful 
birds and thank our visitors for their generosity and it’s lovely 
to have our efforts recognised with this certificate.”

During the campaign we’ve also been incredibly lucky to be joined by 
a breeding pair of the world’s most iconic songbird species – the 
critically endangered Bali Mynah. It is estimated that Bali Mynah 
numbers are so low in the wild, with currently fewer than 50 thought 
to be left, that European Endangered Species Programmes (EEP) such 
as the one we’re involved in are massively important in keeping gene 
pools of these species alive.
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Birds Section Leader Nicola Wright

chris Leeson Conservation Officer
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colin Buswell - Reflections 

Heather Ramsden 

Thank you to everyone who submitted their favourite DZG animal photographs for our camera club.
It was a difficult task whittling down the fabulous entries to feature in this edition.
But we loved Demi-Leigh Freeman’s photo of our Rainbow Lorikeets, which is this edition’s centre fold 
poster. The club’s now open for entries for our Christmas ZooNooz edition.
Pictures can be submitted via photos@dudleyzoo.org.uk  please include your name and contact details.
 

Linz Chancellor

Maisie Taylor Kathryn Willett

Happy snapping! 



Richard groskopf

Maisie Taylor Matthew Priest

£500,132
Our Orangutan Enclosure Appeal has hit the £500,000 
mark and we’re getting ever closer to our target, but 
there’s still chance for visitors to show their support 
by purchasing some of our exclusive appeal merchandise.
Every penny from the £2 silicone wristband or £3 enamel 
badges on sale in the Safari Shop goes towards our 
campaign to build a brand new outdoor enclosure for 
our four Bornean orangutans (and they’d make ideal 
stocking fillers if you’re already thinking ahead to christmas!)
While specially commissioned £49.99 limited edition 
canvasses of Jazz, Sprout, Benji and Jorong and an 
illustrated greetings card by artist Hannah Dale of 
Wrendale Designs are also pulling in the pounds for 
the appeal. We hope to start work on the ambitious 
build project next year, as we continue adding in 
all funds raised from adult and child Keeper for a 
Day experiences to reach our £800,000 target.
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Camera club

Louise Southall



Events

party
5-8pm

28th, 29th, 30th & 
31st OctOber 2019

In the Queen Mary restaurant 
with children’s entertainer Dippy 

• Ride the Ghost Train to the Castle courtyard
• Show, Disco & Games

• Creepy Crafts & Colouring
• Come face to face with Critters & Creepy Crawlies

• Dress in your favourite Halloween costume
• Each child will receive a goody bag treat at 

  the end of the night

ADULTS I £8.50
CHILDREN 1yr + I £10.00

(Children under 12 months are free of charge but will 
not receive a goody bag)

2 ADULTS & 2 CHILDREN I £32.00 

BOOK ONLINE NOW www.dudleyzoo.org.uk or call 01384 21531314

Refreshments will be available to purchase during the event.



Kidz Stuff

Halloween crafts

Paper-plate spider
collect all of those lost and unmatched 
doll shoes and make up a DIy spider. 
use sweets as fangs!

Pumpkin stress balls
These rice filled DIy pumpkin stress
balls are easy to make. 
use a black sharpie to draw on faces.

LOLLIPOP FrANKeNsteIN
collect all your old lollipop sticks and 
stick together, paint and decorate into 
a lollipop frankenstein decoration.

Congratulations to Noah Williams 
aged 5 from Wombourne, Winner 
of our design a plastic oceons poster 
competition. Noah wins our Eco-friendly 
merchandise goodies.

Visit our online shop www.dudleyzoo.org.uk 15



Details are correct at time of  going to press. We reserve the right to close parts of the Zoo and Castle as necessary. Please 
call prior to visiting. Dudley Zoological Gardens cannot be held responsible for any error, subsequent alterations or 
inconveniences arising therefrom.

CALLINg ALL AmAzoN SHoPPERS…
 Did you know you can donate to Dzg at no cost to you by simply 

shopping online through AmazonSmile.
 

AmazonSmile is operated by Amazon and features the exact same products and prices, but the 
difference is when you shop through AmazonSmile, 0.5 per cent of the purchase price of eligible 

products (excluding VAT, returns and shipping fees) can be donated to DZG – how fantastic is that!
 

And with Christmas shopping on the horizon, please consider helping us raise vital funds towards 
our in-situ and ex-situ animal conservation efforts by selecting DZG as your chosen charity. We’re listed as 

DUDLEY AND WEST mIDLANDS zooLogICAL SoCIETY LImITED.
 

DZG Finance Manager Jonathan Ashfield, said: “As a registered charity we rely on donations to help pay for 
animal enrichment, treats, bedding, food bills and heating, but we’re also involved in a large number of field 

conservation projects which help protect threatened animals and their habitats in the wild.
 

“Any help you can give us is hugely appreciated and as there’s no extra cost to yourselves, it’s a really 
worthwhile scheme to be involved in, just remember to shop with the smile!

 

It’s really easy to help us…
1. Go to smile.amazon.co.uk and login to your 
    Amazon account.
2. Choose Dudley and West Midlands Zoological 
    Society Limited from the charity options.
3. Shop as usual!
4. That’s it! For every purchase you make a donation 
    heads our way.
5. And remember whenever you shop, instead of 
    heading to amazon.co.uk, always go 
    to smile.amazon.co.uk.
6. Why not bookmark the AmazonSmile page or add 
    shortcut on your homepage, so that it’s even easier 
    to help us generate much needed funds in the future.

A huge THANK YoU 
in advance for your 
support and happy 
shopping!


